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Day's the: a uſe I wiſh to make of os 
divide omnipreſence, ſo far as it | t relates do- 


ao any e one > Hadley to hold in his mi nd 


"the: CHENG not _—_ ons 


infteite Penetrati 8d, and of inter 5 purity, 
ſtedfaſtly fixed upon bim, he would find it 
the ſtrongeſt imaginable. check upon every 
impropriety of condo@; and irregularity 
thought; and the moſt ſpurring of all in- 
centives to the performance of honourable 
actions, and the entertainment of generous 
ſentiments. Praiſe and blame form 110 ſtnall 
part of human pleaſure and pain. Tbere are 
many who have performed bandfome acklons, 
for the ſake of exciting the * of man 
| | | | kind, 
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d a let dats. Dd nee ng e ; 
been guilty of diſhonourable conduct, to which =» 
they would not have conſented, if they . 


not depended upon its being kept a ſecret ; 1 | 
foe the world. When the maſk LS ns 


does not the countenance. it cove! ( 


Can detected villany lift up its pipe: 0 „ 
* who has loſt its eſteem, look the world 1 


in the face Does not folly bluſh before the 


grave rebuke of wiſdom? Is not the preſence . 


0; a man, eminent for piety, and for worth, 
a reſtraint upon licentious,converſation ?— =p EE. 
not the e men fee Up: and ö 7 5 
themſel ves: | SOT 
- <« But men are - viſitle rs” and. tk. 7 
ble reprovers. We read indignation 3 in their 
eyes; we hear-1 it in their voices; we ſee it 


in their manner. The divine ſpectator is un- 
ſeen. He keeps perpetual ſilence. Whether 


we act well or ill, no expreſſion of Sting ap- 
probation, or diſpleaſure, is preſented to our 
ſenſes. When cruelty tramples upon inno- 
cence, no thunders murmur ; no lightnings 
| flaſh; no earthquakes rock the: angry ground. 
Or when an act of generoſity is performed, 
which kindles all the rapture of gratitude, 
and ” 
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een ee ne 
there comes been rom h 
is well done!“ We f. wever, 1 Wo, 
that, al hough we can Late een ſee, nor bear = | 1 


the divine diſapprobation; when. we. do wrong. 


that it does ag actually exiſt, at the motnent : 
in which we do it, as the indignation that V 
frowns upon the brow, that flaſhes from A 1 


eye, of man; that a pure and holy witneſs of i 
all we do is as truly preſent upon the _ 1 : 
where we act, overlooking Every.1 motion heel... 
of our bodies and: our minds, as if we beheld: a. 8 
miraculous manifeſtation. of his preſence. Th 5 Ml 
The regular and vivid recollection of this | ” f 3 4 
—_ is the beſt ſhield that can be held be- N 5 72 
fore the heart of man, to repel the attacks of 1 
temptation. Were a diffipated youth, i in Me Do 
hour of riot and folly, by ſome. circumſtance, 3 
led, during a pauſe of the uproar, to call r . "I 
before him the image of his abſent father, | 8 
venerable in age; ſtrict in manners; E —— 
virtuous; whoſe f doctrine had 0 diſtilled as 4 
the dew!” upon him, i in the days of his 3 inno- 5 
cence and purity; were he ſtrongly to ima- 
gine the holy man an indignant and diſap- 
N reep of his Pots degeneracy ; ö £ „„ 
oe 2: 5 cannot 1 N 5 
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cannot but figure im to _ holding: | 
down his head, for a moment at leaſt; in the 
preſenee of the angry apparition; and Wn: 1 
before the offended and afflicted ſhade. Let 
| him; then, who would preſerve. himſelf pure 8 
and ſpotleſs, as he paſſes through this dan- - 
gerous world, never forget, that he who ET 
holier than all, never, for one inſtant, takes 55 
of bis 5 from bis inmoſt par pt 7 


. 


of the Ketthe enitecibncs's Wp to doun- 
teract the fear of that contempt, with which 
the licentious look upon religious principles 4 
and ſober manners. Is any one tempted to abs 
profeſs opinions which he does not entertain, 5 
or to comply with practices which he does 
not approve, and to which his inclinations do 
not lead him, by an idle dread of human deri- 
ſion? Let him bring down God to his ſide, 
by remembering that he is by; and oppoſe 
his approbation to the laughter of fools. For- 
tified by the felt preſence of the Deity, he 
will ſoon learn to ſcorn the ſcorners, and to 
pant for no apphauſe 11 that of conſcience 
and of heaven. 75 
To theſe reflections I vl 11 only add, | ha T7 
the conſlant: * * an 1 God, 
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Hes 24 


A 


5 tion b | 
lies its uit 
load them with unmerited reproaches ; re- 


— dann — e 


ous, than a ſupport to them that are fo, vnd 
the loſs of their good name. 


tre ; when ignorance and prejudice 


_. Joicing in the preſedce and approbation of that 
great Being, in whoſe eſteem no malevclent 
. midrepreſentations of men are able to injure 
them; they can ſupport with patience the de- 
parture of that fair fame whiah is juſtly dear 


to every ſocial nature, and meet the eye of 
. tugydging ee n an . and 


1 ins countenance, 0 ix 


To conclude: It is ; ods poſiible f. Fo us to 


diſcuſs any religious ſubject, without feeling | 
_ ourſelves called upon to bleſs God for that re- 
ligion, which teaches us to aſcribe the/attri- 
bute we have been contemplating, as well as 
every other great and glorious property, to the 
object of our worſhip ; which aſſures us alſo, + : 
that he who ſees all we do, and think, and - 
feel, regards with an indulgent and cl 
eye, and makes every proper allowance for 
our imperfections, without which encourage- 
ment, the inſpection of infinite purity were 
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When dem- 
cathes, upon their reputation, and ſul- 
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935 Kb as we ate; 3 1 which opens v upCc n us the 
. proſpect of a world, where the Almighty- Will 
e magnificent diſplays of his pre- - 
ſence 3 enable u us to perceive it, perhaps, wa I 0 
more clear and lively manner than we can 
; now form any conception of; and where, it 
is probable, that he will beſtow upon them, 
who have improved their preſent limited . e 
culties to the purpoſes of piety and charity, | 5 5 
ſiuch an addition of activity and power, as 
ſhmall enable them to extend their preſence to 
a larger compaſs, and to fill with their in- 
fluence a wider ſphere. God grant that this 
may be W CAPESIFAED of us all, Tr his infi- | 
_ nite no th ſake! | Amen. %%%«ͤ;́ 
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H AT we did not make ourſelves, is Fo, 
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| hat ſome. one muſt 


8 made us, 1 is no leſs evident. That he 


a : * * 


moſt certain. 
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Wa, is as obvious as that he bas made us. . 5 
With the Maker of man nothing can be 
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To this great and auguſt Being the Scrip- / 1 


tures have faithfully conducted our inquiring | 
thoughts. 5 They reveal to us the ends at 
which he aims; the wiſdom with which . 
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deſigns; the omnipotenee with which he 
executes ; the name. CN” which he will de 
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7/44 . hes: Po cont kim ds us. as 
” . the creator, and then, as the governor of Bo. 
3 world. In figurative and poetical language SE 
mie repreſent to us the firſt production of this 
1 variegated globe and theſe overarching / 5 | 
X vens. In accommodation. to our humble con- 
= Cception, creation is divided into ſteps ad 
= ſages ; ; and the flow. eye of human imagina- 
=_— - tion is made to accompany the motions of o- 
nipotence. With wonder and with awe we 
find ourſelves preſent at the nativity of Na- 
; ture! We behold the departure of ancient . 
5 darkneſs, and welcome the firſt dawn . 
beautiful day! We ſee diſorder and confu- IJ 
fion aſſuming the amiable forms of proportion 3 
and ſymmetry. Earth, and ſky, and water 
in magnificent ſucceſſion, come forth before 
our eyes. Plants ſpring up; animals ate 
born; and laſt of all their tetreſtrial lord ap- 
pears; the flower of the creation, and WE 5 
image of the Creator. " In 
To this great and ae maker PR al : 
things the eye of Scripture is continually di- 
: reQted. His attributes and his actions oceupy 
every page. He is the great agent in all its 
hiſtory : He i is the iNuſtrious theme of all its. | 


appearance of flowing from a heart ſincere 


'F animated een ectemed to Dtity. „ 
Joo the praiſe of this almighty Author . 

5 nature the harp of David is perpetually tuned, . . 
The ſacred compoſition, out of Which I harr 
taken the paſſage, I this moment read to you, 
is full of devotional ſentiment; and has all the 1 
rejoicing in the exiſtence and government ß 
God. It begins with the abrupt vchemene: 
of a wind; dig with e ſenũdbility and 
impatient to pour out its feelings. It breaks 
dut at once into een reed and 
invites the as of all nations to the Gd 
of all the earth. Make a joyful noiſe unto 
the Lord, all ye W Serve the Lord with _ 
gladneſs; and come into his preſence with „ 
; finging. Know ye that the Lord he is God ; 
it is he that hath made us, and not we oùr- 
ſelyes; we are his people, and the ſheep 
of his paſture. Enter into his Sates with 
thankſgiving, and into his courts with _ 
rn be: thankful unto bim, and bleſs _ | 
name.“ e ; „ 

Give me ate to fl alli FOR which lies 3 
0 before Ys This N -with a few plain and 
; obrious — 0 
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. moſt profound veneration. This idea of Deity 


© n — 


Jod is our 8 1 9 


Pirſt, 1 hos contemplation of Godi lathe light 1-78 
5 of 2 creator cannot fail to excite in us the. 


is adapted to plunge us into the depths of that 


aſtoniſhment, into which it is pleafing to the 
mind of man to be thrown by a ſublime ob- 


| ject. He who has pleaſure in looking at what 5 i 


: is grand, in the higheſt degree, W hither 
repair to receive it. He that delights to have 


his mind diſtended to the muted ſtretch of 


admiration, muſt come to this idea "for: bis : 


1 


delicht. N ee : 
111 is impoſſible to Be ire of this bi of all | 


2 1 8 without being fixed in all the ſtillneſs 5 
and ſtupor of attoniffiocnty whether we con- 
fider the amazing multiplicity and magni- 


ficence of his productions, or the complete 


ſenſe in which he is the author of them, com- 
pared with the imperfect ſenſe, in wbich man 


is the maker of what are called the works of 
min If ſome of the greater works of man 


excite our amazement, how much more is 


his idea adapted to awaken it, who made the 


materials out of which thoſe Works were 
8 6 framed ; 
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Shih wh formed, the wg Fl 1 8 SA means . 85 = 
which they were faſhioned ;: and who infeired ol 
| the underſtandings by the light of which they 
were deſigned. If we admire the inventors 
of inanimate! machines that move, with What 
Ts adenirations muſt We think of him, who e e 
the moving creature that hath life.. All 

the works of all the human race combined, 5 
all the fabrics they have conſtructed, all the 5 
ſyſtems off matter or motion they have com- | 
poſed, how complicated ſoever-their parts, or 
extenſive their dimenſions, or beautiful their 
appearance, or powerful their effect, or excel- 
lent their uſes, are proofs of a faint and feeble 
i power, compared with, the production of 4 
fly. All the engines which human ingenuity 
has framed, whatever the variety, or the 
vigour, or the value, of their movements, 
diſplay a hand that f ſhrinks into nothing B-. 
fore the energy, that rolls the blood throu 3 
| the; veins of a reptile; that communicates to 
a worm its faculty of creeping upon the earth ; "3 
that indues the meaneſt creature which moves 
and feels with its wondrous power of willing 8 
and perceiving. Where is the artiſt, beneath 
the ſun, who can breathe into inſenſate ow | 
__ the breath of life ? who can kindle a ſoul of 
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the dolleſt « legree ? Who can anne for 7 
one moment, one particle of 190% s 1 
| Secondly, The conſideration that God is s bör - 
maker makes! it evident, that he muſt ber pre- 
ſerver. This inference cannot be made with 
reſpect to any human artiſt; becauſe no hu- 8 4 
man artiſt is the framer of any thing, in that 
radical and ſtrict ſenſe, i in which the Almighty 
is the former of all things. That which man 
has made may continue to be what he made 
it, when its maker is diſtant ; when its maker. a 
is dead. The work of man may ſubſiſt in 
the abſence, may ſurvive the diſſolution of 
its author: it may exiſt for ſucceſſive ages, 
and for ſucceſſive ages remain ** a work to 
wonder at,“ when the hand, that gave it its 
beauty and excellence, has loſt its cunning for 
ever. The ſtatue may continue to hne life, 
when centuries have rolled over the ſculptor's 
grave. But though the breathing ſtone may 
continue to breathe, when he, whoſe touches 
taught it to imitate animation, 18 breathleſs 
himſelf, 'the breathing animal cannot breathe 
a moment, without the vivifying influence of 
him who firſt breathed into him the breath of 
life. The moving machine, which man ſets 
* going, may continue to go, when its maker 
5 


— 


7 3 
3 


is eee . But Kr > Crean. I, 
8 ture that hath life, cannot move a moment, 1 
4 without che preſence and operating of him, : 


who put it into motion at firſt. The move- 


* 15 3 
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ments of a clock proceed witholit the pre- 
| ſence, or the knowledge of its maker. Its 
wheels revolve ; its finger circulates; its 
bell ſounds; while he, who inſtructed the £© 
curious machine to be the index and tbe 
tongue of time, 1s 4 great way from it, and „ 
incapable. of operating upon it. He e,, © 
by when it proclaims the hour; it ſtrikes 
: without his aſſiſtance; it ſtops without his 
: bidding. When'he has put it together, it 
paſſes from his hand, and from his eye. The 
powers he has imparted to it are now its own. - 
Its operations are independent of his: ſupport. + 
The creature of his craft is forſaken by its? 
creator. Its preſervation devolves to other 
hands; and by other artiſts, as well as by the 
author of its exiſtence, its occaſional obſtruc- 
tions may be removed, and its accidental inju- 


Il ris repaired. © But, in the animal machine, 
I 8 not a fingle operation can proceed, for an in- 
ſtant, without the agency of him who con» 
ſtructed it, and: ſet it W H.... . 
— want of . reflecting upon this 
COON 
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30 Reflections ae om 1 
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difference between the forming d of IE 7 E 
creature, and that of the Creator of all, we 7 


| are ſome of us apt, perhaps, careleſsly untl! in- | 
conſiderately, to conceive of our continuance 


in life as depending upon certain powers ane 


properties in our animal compoſition, Which 


were originally communicated to it by its au- 
thor, but which are .now entirely its own; 


inherent in itſelf, without hanging on the 5 
divine ſupport. We do not, with ſuffi- 
cient cloſeneſs to the idea, conſider, that 8 


who put together, and put into motion, the | 


great machinery of nature, is its author in a 
ſenſe, which requires the inceſſant action of 
his hand, in order to hold it e and to 


ſupport its operations. 2 2 5 8 5 
Ahe productions of man are bis 5 by | 


e Pg We compliment and fatter his 


ſkill, when we call it creative. The power, 


with which he operates in the earth, is but a 


knowledge of the power of nature. In the 


| compoſitions that come from his hand, he i 18 


no more than a compiler. God is the original 
author of what he puts together. He is the 
maker of us, and of all chalga; in the moſt 
comprehenſive and radical ſenſe. He is the 
maker of the materials, out of Which he hide * 

us. 


75 


us us. „ 4110 is che char of th | 
ah principhes't in things, Which man 1505 ee 
to bis purpoſe, and of which, he avails bim- 


ſelf in his mechanical contrivances and com 


; binations. | He is the maker of thoſe laws of 
matter and motion, upon u hich our continued 


animation immediately depends. Of thoſe 


laws, the maker muſt be the executioner alſd. 


The firſt cauſe muſt act in that which is 


called the ſecond, in the production of each 
particular effect, throughout the whole com- 
paſs of nature, and through all the long an- 


nals of time. T he ſecond cauſe can be no 
other than another name for the firſt. That 


kind of power, which we aſcribe to a creature; 


may be delegated by one creature to another: 


but the Fountain of all power can ſend no por- 


tion of it away from himſelf; he can commu- 


nicate no power to any thing, that can act by 


itſelf, alone, and apart from him. He muſt 


be, every moment, preſent, to empower the 


power of all other things, or what is ſaid, and 


what ſeems, to be their power, to produce the 


effect, whatever it be, which is produced. 
The great cauſe of all things can depute no 


other cauſe, either animate, or inanimate, ei- 


ther buman, or angelic, to ſupply his place, i in 
e „„ | Es SELLS — 
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any ſi i | Ph OY Li "ok 3 ws, he 
nions. The maſter, who is the maker of his 
ſervants, muſt, every inſtant, ſupport ever, 
one of them; and be, every moment, neceſ- 
ſary to enable every one of "it to perform 
the ſervice which they yield him. The al- 
mighty monarch muſt execute his o] n o- . 
mands. The Lord God omnipotent muſt be 
his own miniſter. The great, i eee ONLY 
- potentate.” 
= It is not fo proper to fa, that the Gee | 
= 4 has communicated a principle of life to the 


F i = animated world, as that he is himſelf the great - 
: Þ principle of univerſal vitality. It is not ſo 


accurate to ſay, that he has laid down laws 
for nature to obſerve, as that he himſelf per- 
petually operates with that benignant regu- 
larity, which is neceſſary to the welfare of his 
Hving works... He i is the great ſpring and im- 
pulſe that actuates all things. He 18 bimſelf - 
the attracting power that holds the particles 
of all bodies together, and combines all bodies 
into the beautiful ſyſtems we fee them com- 
poſe. He is hinaſelf the living foul that inha- 
bits; and animates every living thing; that 
propels every drop through every vein; that 
produces every es of r artery, every 
TW E motion 5 


0 | otic: ce avon: imb, ever) 
org o, throughout) the v whole 


5 dom. Every operating prncipte,hrovgh i 15 


atnple cbmpaſs of chin is God, that 
— 4, that bet 2g He 
is the life of mi orie Heat once the maker, 
the inſpector, and the mover, of all 3 


Water we call the element of one animal 


air, we ſay, is the element of another: tlie 
vital preſence of Go bimfelf is the univerſal - 
element, in which fall living eres tures live 


8 and move and have. their being.“ 5 


This is the voice of reaſon, and philoſophy, 
as well as of Seripture. He that made all 
things muſt be every moment neceſſary to the 
ſupport of every thing. As, accordi 8 to 
that particular conftitution of nature, under 
which we live, When you lift with your hand 
body high in the air, if you wilh to prolong © 
” its elevation, you muſt not only lift it thithery 
but hold it there; as, if. you take away your, 
hand from under it, that inſtant it falls; os 
according to the eternal nature of things, the 
Bs that called us into exiſtence, muſt every 
moment hold our ſoul in the life to which he 
2 has raiſed us. If he withdraw his hand, we 
ny: © his hand is the foul of « * living 
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ever we ſubſiſt u 


ANY _ the breath of al mankind,” 


Our dependence upon. him is of the moſt com- 
ptehenſive, complicated, and profou nd na- 


ture. Whatever name we give to its prop, 8 


God is the ſtaff of every life. That, What- 


ever it be, on which it leans, leans upon him. 


When your ſeaſons are fruitful, it is not only 
he Who covers your vallies with corn, who, 


| cauſes to riſe the ſuns that ripen it, who pre- 


vents your bread from failing; - but who gives 
to that bread its nutritive power. When 
your ſeaſons are healthful, it is not only he 
who preſerves your air from pollution, but 
who empowers the pureſt air to ſupply you 
with life. When your flumbers are ſound, it 
is not only he who protects your pillow from 


pain, but who imparts to ſkep its reſtorative | 


property. The civil polity that defends. your 
perſon from violence, is the refult of wiſdom 
which he has illuminated, and of paſſions 


which he has implanted. The medical art 
that raiſes you from the bed of fickneſs, pro- 
ceeds from underſtandings, which his inſpi- 
ration hath given, and is ſupplied with mate- 
rials, which his hand. hath furniſhed. The 
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on, ſubſiſts, itſelf, = oa 
All that ſuſtains us, it is God that ſuſtains. = 


Ch 
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1 rare that God: [is our tb, 3 5 


; arc that ee you from violent death, is an 


„ by bim. 5 
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Pre of every thing. ; 


The habitual recollection of this cloſe and ; 


- intimate connexion between the giver and the 
receiver of life, between the living God and 


the living creature, is what I would earneſtly | 
recommend to all before me, as being adapted, 
in the higheſt degree, at once to entertain the 


ie of contemplative, and gratify 


the heart of affectionate, piety. The perfectly i 
uninterrupted, and the infinitely extended ac- | 
tivity of divine power, in the preſervation: of 5 


univerſal nature, preſents to reaſon a contem- 
plation, of all others the moſt ſublime; while 
religious ſenſibility 1 is ſoothed by the idea of 
1 9 in the hand of a Power, to 

D 2 „ hem 


As 


| E 5 is the foul! win” us; e is © hs 7 
ſhicd without us: the word by which We 
live; the word by which we die. 80 the bf 
Scripture” tells us it is; ſo reaſon tells us it 
muſt be. Man, the partial maker of a 
ſingle thing, poſſeſſes but a partial power over 
God, the perfect maker of all things, 
muſt be every moment neceſſary to the fop- | 
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— drawn: um idle 
AF it feels the molt wives 1 : ,and i 
whom it repoſes the moſt tranquil. dude 

- Thirdly, The conſideratian, that Go 


5 creator, is calculated, if it be properly en 1 0 
into, to remove from the mind every ſhadow 


of miſtruſt. of his loving-kindueſs, and tender 
merey to us. It is he that hath made us, is 
a complete anſwer to the inquiry, whether 


or no he wills our welfare. No one can 


doubt the diyine benevolence to man, and in- 
tereſt 1 in his happineſs, without firſt One 


that man is the work of God. He cannot = 
forſake the work of his hand. We proceed 


from him; we muſt be dear to him. The 
production of his perfections muſt be the ob- 


ject of his loye. The former of our bodies, 


and the father of our ſpirits, cannot but be 


the friend of our welfare. He that made us, 
muſt have made us to be happy. . 


Fou rthly, The reflection that God is our crea- 


tor, while it inſpires, when ſeparately indulged, 
the moſt perfect confidence in his love, calls, 
when connected with the contemplation of 
our conſtruction, for our warmeſt gratitude., 
If, to the recollection that God is our creator, 

we add an attention to the being he has 
| beſtowed 


bells Wo us, bb ion of His 
volent def gun in our creation will he. com- 

and our truf accompanied with raiſe. 

> jrifer nee, that he muſt be our friend, 
Which, with juſtice, we draw from bis Having 

made us, the manner in re he has made 

us will abundantly confirm. Ih more we 


+ neſs, the fignature of divine benevolence ; the - 
more we are convinced, the curious and won= 


derful ſtructure of human nature was built 3 


be the manſion of felicity and peace. 

great a bleſſing is the being he has pre 
upon us, fo. many are the ſources of enjoy- 
ment which. it contains within it, that the 
external cireumſtances are very rare, which 


tender happineſs, upon the whole, impoſſible 


to us. Many are the circumſtances which 
we allow to make us e 1 but there a are 
few that force us to be ſo. 

The moſt ſtriking thdicarions' of the an 
as; which guided the hand that faſhioned us, 


crowd upon our eye, the moment we direct, 


it to the fabric of our nature. Is not tlie be⸗ 
nevolence that conſtructed us conſpicuous i in 
chose ſenſes, which are not only inffruments - 
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conſider the being which Few given us, 
the more we perceiye in it the ſeeds of „ 7 
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frame to the ſyſtem things by which we 


| and operations, in the world of nature, that 
are uſeful, at the ſame time grateful, to uss; 


7 large 2 variety of accommodation from t 
materials which are thrown around him; to 


cannot penetrate; to diſcern wiſdom and {kill, 


their eyes; to perceive harmony and order, 


only in eee of matter, but in fea- 


| Pagans of happineſs, which lies. hid in hu- 
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3 
1 
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ment? go "that: joe eee . | of our 


are ſurrounded, Which renders thoſe te 


which makes all nature round us muſig to. 
our ear and beauty to our eye Peels. it not 
ſtill more eminently diſplayed in that under- 
ſtanding, which enables man to call forth, ſo, 


ſmooth and embelliſh the walk along which 
he is deſtined to paſs to his graye; to explore 5 
the ſecrets of thoſe works of nature, beyond 

the ſurface of which the inferior creatures 


where only figure and colour are preſented to 


where they ſee nothing more than mot ion 


7 


and change; to behold beauty and grace, not 


tures of mind, and in ſyſtems of conduct; 
to penetrate into the wonderful chambers of 
the human breaſt, and explore the mine of 
intellectual and moral wealth, the amazing 


man 


1 


; is Inexticoſtible and immort 


ſopply of either their animal, or their-intel- 
lectual, neceſſities, when ſtanding ſingly and 


that underſtanding, which converts the earth 


the ſchool, and the obſervatory of han- 


| where all beneath him, and around him, and 


above him, is fair inſtruction ! Where he may 
ſtudy the productions of the ground, or pe- 


ruſe the book of human life, and ponder the 5 
nature of man; or raiſe his eyes to the firtna- 
ment that is ſpread over his head, and bear jp 
the heavens: declare the glory of God l- 
we ſeek for yet farther manifeſtation of the 8 
goodneſs that made us, ſhall we not diſcover 


it in thoſe ſocial powers and propenſities, by 
creatures, feeble and inſufficient to the 


alone, are attracted to cohere together a 
ſociety, and to form at once that union of 


heads, and that junction of hands, by which 
alone the improvement of human happineſs 
is to be promoted ? ls it not farther: mani- 
feſted in that faculty of | habits, Which ena- 
bles us to derive promptitude, in the perform- 
5 ance of actions, at firſt ns from the 
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gangs, at firſt, unpleaſant, from n 8 
e with them; without which, the in- 
ghrovement of human life, either by fine, or by 
uſeful arts, would be impoſſible ; without 
which, virtue would remain a beautiful theory.. 
but an impracticable taſk ; and exiſtence proves 
an in ſupportable burden, in circumſtances, un- 
der which it is now confiſtent with comfort? 

= AIs not the divine attention to our e 

. in the ſtructure of our nature, to be alſo diſ- 

= cerned, in that ignorance of futurity, in which 3 . 

we are left, and in that propenſity to paint it 
fair, with which we are formed; in conſe ; 
quence of which, if infinite wiſdom appoint 

us to paſs through painful experience, infi- 
nite mercy, prior to our paſſage through it, 
allows us the happineſs of pleaſing expecta- 
tion, and the curtain, which conceals the 
ſcene before us, becomes the canvaſs upon - 
which fancy may ſketch futurity in ug 
forms, and paint it in ſuch colours, as are 
moſt alluring to the eye of nature ?—And may 
we not find a yet farther proof, to ſcek for ng 
more, of the benignity that formed us, in that 
power of memory, which is not only an in- 

ſtrument of knowledge 28 virtue, but alſo a 

ſource 


8 


ing of life, the pictures of hope adort 
darkneſs of futurity, and make that darkneſs 

their tablet; in the evening of our day, the 
pencil of memory is employed to lay its en- 
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tance they have f flown | 


Sx 
- 


and the pleaſures that have tal 


Heeting: years; to fix the volatile moments: 


to bid time ſtand ſtill, and the paſt become the 
preſent ! which er 
new his out 


1bles the old man to re- 
"outt 7 to rekindle his ardour 15 
t his life! 4 


to repe: "hus, while, in the morn- 


livening colours upon the dead and be 
wall, that bounds the purſuit 


tation of man upon earth. aaa 19 


To the beſtower of ſuch: a baba our — 


lvely gratitude muſt belong. Were he not 
the cauſe of all that happens to us, as well as 


the my of our OO for all the hap- 


Pineſt 


Ir \ ithin/us; which reflects this ene 
ut mighty magician in the 
d, that co jjures. back departed events! 
pulls them into his ee from whatever 
Wan to, by the potency 
of his myſterious: ſpells! commands the funs 
that have long gone down, to riſe over agam; 
en their flight, 
to ſpread à returning win gl! that powerful 
faculty, which enables man to hold faſt the 


d 


the 


if 
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=: pineſs we have received ever Ante Gür hüt 
Vvity, our principal gratitude would ſtill be due 
T 0oũᷣ him, from whom we received our capacity 
of happineſs. Oh, come then, let us enter 
into his gates with thankſgiving! let us come 
into his courts with praiſe.” Of the fountain 
from whence we flow let us not be forgetful. 
To the human preſerver of your life, when 
| expoſed to imminent danger, you are all ſuf- _ 
- ficiently thankful. If, by bis kill in medi- Rn 
cine, he fave you from ſickneſs,” which every 
other profeſſor of the healing art had pro- 
nounced to be incurable; if he ſnatch you 
from the jaws: of the deſtruction that was 
yawning to ſwallow you up from without; 
if he deſcend after your ſinking body into the 
abyſs of water, when it had well nigh gone over 5 
your ſoul for ever; if he bear you through th 
flame and ſmoke of midnight conflagration, 5 
at a moment when the conſuming element 
was ſurrounding your unconſcious and cur- 
tained ſenſes; if he ſtand between you and 
the impending ſword of battle; if he fly to 
your aid, when the arm of lawleſs violence 
was lifted up' againſt you; if, in any of theſe 
ways, he deliver you from death; you ſut- 
vey your deliyerer . no cold regard: you 
6 | „ regard 
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ki m wit 1 all the rapture ab ene 

b juſial tic thanks! 00 remem. 

ber him with immortal love!; u record his 
name in the annals of your: houſe ; you write 
it on the table of your memory, in letters nt 
are not to be worn: away by time; vou think 

no return can be too great which it is in you 0 
power to make him. He faved my life, f is 
a declaration, wh ich has been made by multi 
tudes, at the diſtance of many years from the 
deliverance, with emotions of gratitude. The 
ſalvation of his life is a ſervice, which the 

man of wealth has rewarded with boundleſs 


. 


. munificence; with domeſtic generoſity; with _ 
all the guſh and flood of uncontrolled return l 5 5 
Theſe ſtrong expreſs of gratitude," which - a 


are made by mankind in general, to the hu 
manity which preſerves their life, and which „ 
forcibly ſhew the value which they ſet upon 
it, loudly call 111 ure VION to the wy CO, 
neſs that gave it. MS 
Fifthly, If it is Joe that hath an us a 1 
not we ourſelyes, to him it becomes us to give | 
the glory of whatever gifts of nature we may 
poſſeſs There is no one weakneſs to which _ 
man is ſo prone as he is to pride. To feed 
1925 N my dingen SO every point 


2M: 


5 ideas of his own: oy Sometimes he. 5 ö 


bers ene or a dre, ce He „ 


glories in the comelineſs of his features; in 


the ſymmetry of his frame; ; in the activity 


| of his limbs; in the vigour of his TI 


or in the e y of oy underſtanding; in yi 


the clearneis of his comprehenſion, in 4 . 
brilliancy of his imagination, = A i | 


| of his Wit. 


we ourſelves, that hath made us ſo; is ſuf- 


ficient to throw down the pride Sang _— 


hp either of theſe foundations. „ 
God is the proprietor, as he 1 Aber 


& all our endowments, whether of body or of 
mind. Whatever excellence we inherit from | 


nature, is not ours, but his. With as much 


propriety might we aſcribe eloquence to the LY 
quill, rather than to the writer; or inge: 


nuity to the machine, rather than to the 


| inventor ; as take to ourſelves the praiſe of 


e — With which our : 
MATT 


The eagle refletion, that Sake crea» · 
tor: that whatever we are, it is he, and riot 


1%. 


- a8 ere be, 255 e our . 1 on one 
part of the. Aide 8 * works. 38:"YPAA. ano 
of the bee of the: th of der enan 5 5 
of the meadow, of the grandeur of the ocean, . - 
or the magnificence of the firmament, as.of * | 
any diſplay of divine power and Ikill, which 
we percęive ia ourſelves. All around us, and 
all within us, is equally inſcribed with the 5 
name of God. He is the author of all that i is 
excellent. To him belongs univerſal, praiſe, 85 
- He who gives to himſelf. the glory of any 
native diſtinctions he finds in himſelf, robs * -- 
maker of the tribute that belongs to hin. 
I.hhe antient ignorance Which e 1 
the works of God, and bowed down before t 
ſun, moon, and ſtars, is deſerving of our pit: 
but he is guilty of unpardonable idolat y, 3 
; who, being inſtructed in the knowledge o _ _ -; 
the one living and true God, that made th, _ 
heavens and the earth and all things that as 
therein, pays homage to himſelf; and for- | 
gets that, if he be a more glorious creatura” 
than many around him, he 1 is ſtill no more — 
than a creature. Fr 
It. Is common for meal. to expoſe the 
VV 1 . 


he Eaton of 7 Wen Aeronnt of, any 
Bl thing of an adoentitious and extrinſic nature, 
buy inſiſting upon the precariouſneſs and un- 
| certainty of ſuch poſſeſſions. hey are painted 

with wings by him that would humble the 
| proprietor b them. The teacher of humility 
to the poſſeſſor of riches, talks to him of the 
- poſſibility of their flight, and rings in his ear 


the ſounding of their departing pmions. To. 
_ damp the pride of which of our poſſeſſi ons, 
may not the ſame conſidexation be employed? 25 
Our conſtitutional diſtinctions, are they with- 
- out their wings? Though inherent in our- 
ſelves, independent of the. world, fafe from 
the fickle climate of mercantile and political 
life, are even theſe immoveably fixed in our 
lot? are there no changes to which they are 
| expoſed ? are there no winds, capable of pierce. 
ing to the place they occupy, and ſweeping. 2 


them away ? He that gave, can. at any time 


- reſume, his gifts, whether they go by the 
name of gifts of fortune, or gifts of nature. 
He has 5 reſumed the latter, as well as 
the former. How frequently is the man re- 
duced to ſudden imbecility, whoſe fleſhi ap- 
1 puny to have been of braſs, and whoſe 
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Hor a has the a0 active limb that leaped as 28 
an lart, loſt its W ee, agility for ever, and 
j | beauty for ever be been blotted out of the comely 
ountenance by ficknelſs'« or by violence l Nor' 
are theſe the only properties of our nature that LL ; 
_ partake of inſtability. Alas, where is it at 
What line, in the poſſeſſions of man, aha. 
viciſſitude ſtops? Where is the point, in all 7 z 1 ; 
che üittle region of his happineſs, or his h d Rs. 
nour, to Which, but no farther, changes I 
03 come; where the giddy whirls of accident _ Z 1 
are ſtayed; and beyond which all is ſerene >= BY 
ſecurity, and ſanctuary from uncertainty 2. : 
There is no ſuch point. His pride has.no : 0 
uch place to ſet its foot upon, and fay, EE, 
This ground is immutably mine.” Not 
only his riches take their flight; not andy! his TH — 
pomp. and power depart 3 not only his liberty „ 
is taken from him; not only his friends for- 
fake him; and his health bids him adieu — 
his underſtanding is liable to 8 from him Fo 
This on melancholy acid WY TTY 3 
lating of all the deſertions which man expe- 
riences, befalls him with a ſufficient fre- 
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even the brilliant and the learned head is ſe» | U 
cure. We have ſeen the Father of; lights 
recall the ray, he had let fall upon it, from 

.* the luminous and ſplendid under ſanding.” He F 
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brute violence! converted from a ſubject of. 
fame, into a ſpectacle to vulgar SEO or 
to penſive compaſſion!]! „ „ 
| Where ſhall our pride find a nf abont - 
We hold our moſt intrinfic property by a pre- 
carious tenure, - Not only wealth and Ds: 
but wiſdom. and wit, may make themſelves 
wings, and fly away. Even theſe experience 
the turning of the wheel, and partake of the 
: revolution that reigns around us. We are 
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tion; chat the Lord is the maker of us all.“ 
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vant, or my. maid ſervant, when ani. 
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faſhion us in the womb 273? Phis ſhort and 
ſimple reaſoning leads to a decent: reſpoct for 
all mankind, whether higk or low, Whether 
Ach or Poor. The moment E oonſider any 
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hand, they are made Fu the . 1 


exhibiting to the curious eye of reverent in- 
am complication of 1 


ties of body; the ſame paſſions and capacities 
of mind. Who: ſhall dare to deſpiſe the ad-. 
mirable and nie finiſhed fabric, which the - 
Lord God Almighty, all whoſe works are 
great and r has put together in ſo 
exquiſite a manner, becauſe the threads that 
cover it from the weather are coarſer, or more 
decayed than his? At what does the critic 
look, when he would eſtimate the merit of 
"he: writer, upon whoſe work he fits in judg- 
ment? at the elegance of the letter in which _ 
Anis printed? at the fineneſs of the paper 
upon which it is preſented to his eye? or at 

the beauty of the plates with which it is em- 
belliſhed? No certainly: he looks, and locks 
only, at the literary work itſelf. And, ein 
the ſame manner, the man of true taſte and 
"0 diſeernment, in eſtimating man, i reſpeR: | 
ae not as rich, not as powerful, but as man. 
«T . trappings: r man are the Work of 
jel man; : 
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uilt; the vehicle in Which he | es, it is 
man that conſtrued : but man himſelf is 


the work to be wondered at; man himſelf is 


the work of God; the aſtoniſhing | Work, 


which man can neither make, nor mend. XL he! 
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outward poſſeſſions. | He can command them 
IMs, and build greater; to 
pull up his trees, and, ; plant others; + 0: {coop | 
him pools of water, in Wh tever parts of his 


grounds he pleaſes; to deſign his gardens: and 


his orchards, according to his fancy; ; and to 


make him. great works of various Kinds, 1 


as to give him to outſhine his 3 
neighbours, 1 in this various and extended dreſs 
of is little being: but if he be diffatisfied 
with any inferiority ; in the formation of him. 


ſelf, he may aſſemble all the artificers in the 


univerſe together; the collected Kill. of all 


their hands cannot add one cubit to his ſta- 


ture, or make one hair of his head either black 
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hleſt terreſtrial productions of him, unte whals. 


Works there age. none that are like ! whoſe 
treading has bean, net upon that duſt thoy. 
Were made to tread, add which nature has 
5 Tybjected. to their fegt, but upon the proſtrats 
images af their. maker! who. have throwa 
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trampled upon creatures whom. 


talleſt inhabitants of the earth, 


crowned with glory and; hor 


ung cares and dale or em- 
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tte immortal. liensfles. of Almighty, God 
their ground ! who, have either gruſhed be- 
neath, the, foot of pratrafted cruelty, and ' gras. = 
dyally. grapnd tg; dyſt, by. ſubjeRing. it to a. = 
ſeries of corrodi 
Ploxeq the ſword. of upright with, 
one rude, ſtrphe, and, with dreadful. repetition, 
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uppen which, the diving, Arti, had expended . 
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receive. the tribute, *. ont ; ture. in recumbent | "2 
| fate? To fit at his eaſe upon the ſummit f 
this ſublunary ſcene, and accept the aſcend - 
ing incenſe of all tthings To. be uſeleſs in 5 
the midſt of ſurrounding utility, and. to ſſum- 
ber, while all things elſe are full of labour F 
Surely not. He was not made, any more 
than others, to live only to himſelf, He 5 
alſo was made, as well as the ot! er mem 
bers of it, to miniſter to to the good of the 
creation 3 to act the part of a ptovidenes 
and a protector to the creatures that are 

in his poſſeſſion; ; to concur with his fel 1 
low-men in improving the ſtate of bamen ; 
life, and promoting the public good of man- 
kind; to be ready to diſtribute whatever be- 
nefits he poſſeſſes a power to communicate: 
to be attentive to the cries, and obedient to 
the calls, of ſurrounding neceſſity, whether 
| * the audible ones of animal, or the ſilent ones 

| . fl moral, indigence; to conſider himſelf as 3 
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ſent into the world, not to be miniſtered 
unto, but to miniſter; and thus, by a courſe 
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: | "Int gone doof us > dag to defeat the generous 55 
8 ends of our Creator, b by ſuffering our faculties . w 
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perform nee of his proper office. 


| pen not we o 
that he will male an equi 
thoſe infirmities, which are inſeparable from 

our nature, wherr he ſhall convetie mankind 


juſtice upon the aſſembled narions of the eartli. 


Ne eee er 7 


© before his bar, and pronounce the ſentence of 


To conclude: IN it is God that hat 6 mate ; | 


We may reſt aſſured, that He 'who hath made : 


us all, and who knoweth the nature he- has 


_ given us, does not expect from any of us 
ſuch a perfectly faultleſs: chariQter, fuck! a | 


entire freedom from all flaw and imper 
ſuch a ſleepleſs vigilance of mind and ſupe- 
riority to all moral ſurpriſes, ſuck an uns 
flagging flight and effort of virtuous fortitude; 


as is utterly out of the reach' of the faculties ” 
| he has beſtowed' upon us, itr the prefent” ſtate 24 
of human cultivation. It is he that bath 
made us, and not we ourſelves. He kH²ñW _ | 
eth, thetefore, our 1 ke rememberetft | 
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burden than they can bear. He does not 
mand angelio virtue at the hand of duſt and 
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ous! infereticos from the confideration, that 
God is our creator. But thete are thoſe who - _ 
would carry them to tha moſt entrva 
lengths. There are thoſe: who thaaw- out: t 
their hand tha; dete of ſelf⸗ government 2 wha 
allos / thein inelinations an unbridled, ea 
who ſuffer their paſſons to 'ruflh inte all . 
ceſs; of: riot; and: wha fy; tothe maniten of 
their conduct that wavld: fog: chens, in tha | 
mad. career, . Stand off, thou flaye of pe- 

judipe, thou, fool off ſupenſtition, it id God 
that hath made me thus. 1 Us. 
natural to me, ande therefore the indulgenn - 
of, them is; innocents To whateve am: 
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ſant to my nature, the author of my nam 0 
„ with; which I 7 1 


invites ma Thai 
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er i ig pon te he. 
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in which they are bearing me. I have no 0 
power to ſtay their so ee 1 | have no SF 
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.:So/might the e i en bs ſpirited 


cCourſers, toſs the reins from his band, ſuffer 


them to carry him whitherſoever they would; 


and then excuſe himſelf for ruſhing irregu- 


larly along; 'and overtu rning and trampling 
upon all that ſtand in his wild and lawleſs 
; way, as the exceſſes of the ſenſualiſt ſtrike; 
in their frantic'courſe, againſt the laws of ſo- 
cial juſtice (who, notwithſtanding the vacant 
apology with Which vulgar judgment would 
cover his conduct, is the enemy of ſociety, 
as well as his own), by crying out to him 
that ſhould call him madman as he paſſed, - 
It is no fault of mine: I cannot help the 
miſchief of my wheels: : J am run away with: 
there are no reins in my hand.“ It is true 
there are not; but there might be; there are 
none 1858 becauſe as has IR them out 
of i ors rite wa ot 1 wh 
Hor 7 pitiable a eee is a Kation crea» 
ture e NETS _ * thus. benighted at 
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one part of our naturez let us not overlook the | 
8 8 Let us ſurvey ourſelves on all. our | 


and conſcience. He who remetnbers wWe are 
duſt, remembers alſô, thath $: 
given; us underſtanding- | EAST a0 
The God within — —— up, 11 fag to : 
every man; in every age, what, in the be 
 ginning:of| time, he ſaid to the firſt; Of 
5 =_ the trees in the garden, thou mayeſt freely : 
7 eat; but thou ſhalt: not eat of that. The 
fruit that hangs upon it is forbidden. thee. - It 


Let no man deceive himſelf.” In looking: at OP ; | 


us ee us alto: ks oY 
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is blooming to thy ſight; it is delicious to : : 1 
thy taſte; but its juices are poiſonous; it is 


impregnated with death. It will unnerve thy 
vigour; it will extinguiſh: thy vivacity; it 
will impair thine underſtanding; it wWill 
ſhorten thy life; and thus, at once deſtroy 
thine own happineſs, and rob ſociety. of thy 

ſervices, by weakening the powers, and de- 
ducting from the period, that were put into 

thine hand, to be employed in the aſſiſtance 
of thy fellow · creatures. That ſuch are its 
Tk effects, is familiar to thine obſervation. 1 
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rate. from all Lcd e r were 4 5 
YL ſecurity and welfare, under the wing af om- 

a potant benignity ; confidered/as an objet 
: diſintereſſec conteraplation, it is the moſt n- 
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15 I rea * ales - : that: we need Bor pay} & bo N 0 
5 poetry for the perſonification of theoretie and 
perfect goodneſs: that we have an opportu- 
5. nity: of taſting, as often iſ den : e Will, Fry 1 
higheſt poſſible c egree, the pleaſure re Which 
5 accompanies the exerciſe of eſitem. he ag 
recreating, when the eye is weary of looking 
upon the * os and offenſive forms of  _ 
cruelty and injuſtice, which human conduct 
is continually, preſenting to it, to take it off 
from the painful ſpectacle, and fix it upon an 
8 object infinitely _— to Ne and to and 1 
A AY 24 5 
And, admitting to be true, what the 3 un- 
; believer i in ſuch a being maintains, that a vi= _ - | 
gorous mind requires not to be prompted ? = 
the practice of rectitude by the promiſe x 
| reward; that the" intrinſic beauty of e N 
ſtands in need of no auxiliary allurement to 
attract a ſtrong underſtanding to it; that a 9 5 
wiſe man will not pauſe a moment to enquire | 
what is its: dower, in making his choice of 
khat, unto which all the things that ma 
be deſired are not to be compare : allowing 
the truth of this, yet wha: will deny, that 
there is: ſomething infinitely more calculates _ 
; * "_ and to * the N aw ofa 
41 | lover 


. —— noral Perfect fili 5 viſble:in - ; 
the e ne amiable _ of c b 8 
 moving-rinjeſtical in the har 6 275 
of nature; diſplaying the div ini 
in the awful gracefulneſs o | ; 
drawn out into a full exhibition 1 im- 
me fity of her ſphere; who will deny, that 5 
there is infinitely more of moral inſpiratĩon in <> 3 
this animating ſpectacle, than can be found . 
him; who is unable to perceive, in the appear- | 


„ 


ances and operations of things around him, 
this perfect Rectitude realized and breathing 7.05 
before him, in the faireſt dad idea which his 1 
underſtanding can delineate; in the moſt War | 
tiful naniniate, rig del bunch his en . 
can carve? I Ae nee n 4 at. 
The afflictions 1 life Wha for ned 
cloud} which has intervened between the A „ 
neſs of God, and the eye of man and thrown. - 
a ſhade: over the contemplations of Pietyj. 
They make, no doubt, a part of the experi- 
ence of almoſt every individual, of the ob- 
ſervation of every. eye, and of the intelligence 
of every day. Some of them, it muſt alſo be 
acknowledged, are of 4 peculiarly- mouraoful. ” 
and tragical nature; ſuch as 3 ſoul aca 7 7 


= fi 


| 6 tingle. e 9024 
Reaſon, . led whe ae. 


na revelation aſſures the believing, that the 
| Diſpenſer of adverſity is the author 
good. The volumes both of Nature eee 
ture contain the moſt animating monies 
to the infinite benevolence of him, of a 
Aßppointment, and not of the duſt, out of 
_ whoſe wiſdom, and not of the ground, the 


afflictions come forth, and i ne en, | 


"unto which man is born. 485 8 
Our text informs us, a 63 1 FEY 1 
Mie: willingly.” He takes no pleaſure. in 


the fofferings of man. He doth not ibflit © 


ſorrow for its own fake. He appoints the 
afflictions of life as the means of producing, 
not only an overbalance, of good in the end, 


un as edle the mia tals. 
to faulter, e ears "UE 8 _ _ chem 


 only-of 1 


but ſuch a ſum of it, as could not have been 


obtained by any other means. e , - 


tial parts of a ſyſtem, the object of which is the 


greateſt poſſible quantity of happineſs. They 
are inſeparable from a plan, which is not only 
good upon the whole, but the beſt that could 


be. There is, therefore, a neceſſity for them, 


in che nature of things, in order to arrive at 
1 this 


3 


7 


ata eaſt ee Ry he mig 5 
not afflict willing. He doth not, in an N | 


| one inſtande, wantonly impoſe pony or, in 


W aveount,. the ha ae bab 5 by 
whole, and all our. obſervations concur. with 
their account, the ſacred writings have given 


us, of the uſes of adverſity: and what they 


have ſaid upon the ſubject i is at leaſt ſufficient 


to. ſet the heart at caſe from all diſquieting 


doubts of the infinite, purity: of the divine in: 


tentions, in the darkeſt diſpenſations of provi- 


dence. They have revealed to us that ſtate 


of recompenſe, with the glory of which the 


ſufferings of this preſent time are not worthy 
to be compared ; and for which, they repres 


ſent theſe light afflictions, which art oP wad | 


a moment, as deſigned t to educate us. 


To educate us fot it, how well ace * | 
aa will be denied by no one, whom 8 
acters of mankind” in 
connexion with their hiſtories, This bene». 

1 555 2 . N ficial | 


contemplated the chara 


any one caſe, inflict a greater 5 portion of it Jars 
than the occaſion. calls: for! Not a ſingle 
needleſs figh aſcends from the human boſom. 
Not one bode oeffar * tear * a We 


| ethers felt in himſelf, rn vitt 
Upon this point, the language of all moral 
writers: has echoed the! ſacred pages; and the 
ſchoolx of adverſity is a popular and proverbial 


Picture; a metaphor in ever ; 


Still, however, e Wenne is a re- 


mote object, and moral diſcipline is an abſtruſe 


idea. A future ſtate ſtands before the mind, 
= whoſe faith deſeries it, a faint and obſcure 


figure; like the blue hills that bound the ; 


"I that fade into ſky, and melt into 
air. It requires reflection to recogniſe, in that 


hich ines has ſo much diminiſhed, and 
ſo much dimmed, an object which really poſ- 
| ſefles large dimenſions, and vivid dyes. The 
asfffictions of mankind; on the contrary, m | 
cloſe to the eye, and forcibly ſtrike-it with all. : 
the ſtrength of their colours, and all the ex- 


tent of their ſize. And, that Adverſity is the 
nurſe of Virtue, though an article of moral 
ſcience, and though a truth to which popular 
aſſent is given, may not be always ſufficiently 
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en and Is 
much older than any oſ um. TY 


£ 


preſent to the mind of thoſe, by whom, in 


the moment of meditation, it is clearly ſeen; 


or ſeen, with. ſufficient clearneſs, by all wi. : 


. „%% aſſent 
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ac a TY is often, from cuſtom, con- | 


- felled mechanically, an and with vacaney of con- 
viction; is frequently rather ſaid, than ſeen; L 
1s ore + a „ e | . . 


e ſc; and unruffled reps ſe "won the 5 5 
human ww aud the ſeveral ways in when 
adverſity remedies, the vice, and promotes te 
virtue, of man, calls for ſome ex ereiſe of cone 
ſideration: and to collect them before the 
mind, upon every appearance of, afflition' be- 
fore the eye, ſo ag: to have a vivid and clear 
view of its moral in een TRE ef 
fort of memory. „ oi 1 
1 the other hand, a difiredies which 4657 | 
; 8 our attention are diſtinctly ſeen, the 47 


25 


i- 

moment they are preſented to us. Swift and x 
| | inſtantaneous is the conviction, that our fel- ; 
; low-creatures ſuffer: with ſlow and tardy 5 


| ſtep, arrives the reaſon Why. We are quick = 
to feel; we are quick to ſee; but/flow'to un- 
derſtand. In ſuch circumſtances, it ma A 
ſometirnes happen, more eſpecially when any | 3 
degree of animal melancholy depreſſes the iu 
tellectual faculty, that, when ſcenes of diſtreſs is 
occur to our view,. the feelings f ſympathy 


— . Fg „„ may 


Judhitons) and pris 
nounce upon the ways of providence, before 
the underſtanding is ready; ſo as to _— 
\ intermiſſions,of faith, aud fits of infidelity, in 
the believing breaſt, and cauſe: IE _ we the 
i reaſon to fits. eee IE 
Wos ſhall, then, take an e Alen "ſt 
wards preſerving ourſelves' from religious in- 
quietude, from this quarter, if we take poco 
that we do not repreſent to ourſelves the 
quantity of unhappineſs, which there is in tbe 
world, to be greater than it really i is. It will 
be fo much the eafier for us to acquire, and 
to maintain, in our minds, a firm belief in the 
immaculate adminiſtration of the almighty 


may preoecupy the beet 0 


Governor of the world, if we do not ſuffer . 8 


thoſe ſhades of adverſity, which ſeem, to the 

| fuperficial and the firſt glance at the piece, to 
be blots upon it, to look bigger, or blacker to 
our eye, than they actually are. I ſhall not, 
therefore, think my time thrown away, if I 
can ſuggeſt to yau a few conſiderations, that 
may ſetve to clear the picture of human lifo 
of any part of that ſhade, which does not be- 
long to it: not only becauſe, by ſuch a wad; | 
perſion, I ſhall throw additional ſunſhine over 
the boſom of ——_— but aan over that: of 
1 


thoſe eee ee e to penel rate 28 Ken, CY 
nds is able to carry emen, the 5 
concerning the divine views - the offlictions 
n ph men, and in the vindication-of the ways 
| God towards them, this can: be no impraper 

would: walk over this Ws 
defore I wer ta ſtep farther into the ſubject; |” - 

; In eſtimating the meaſure 
the world contains, we may admit 
both concerning the ſum of that <xpovage 
8TANOE which infpires it, and they 

which the pee r —_ an 

SENSE of „ % e e Soft mods! 945 by 

We are liable to imagine, ok at are 
more painful srTVATIONS in human life than 
there are, from a variety of cauſes. We are 
ſo formed (and in this part, as in every ather 
of the human fabric, the wiſdom of the hand 
that conſtrued us is conſpicuous), as to be 

much more deeply impreſſed by ſcenes f 
diſtreſs, than by ſcenes of contentment 1 
happineſs. *hoſe that rejoice want nothing 


of us but to rejoice along with them; thoſe 
that weep, beſide our tears, nuns often 2 oY 
hand to wipe away theirs. ' N fare mngratu 3 
| PT 2 . 1875 i f 1 


4 


dained, that ſympathy with ſorrow ſhould be 
a more powerful feeling than ſympathy with 


. In conſeq 


over it are the appearances that ſtrike us moſt. 
Theſe are the ſtrong parts of the pictureʒ ly 
figures that project from the piece; that 
catch, and occupy. the eye: and, without at- 
tending to the forms of felicity, which are far 
more numerous, but which make more faint 
impreſſions upon us, we take the character of 
the ſcene from thoſe parts of it Ng are: moſt | 
prominent totheeye.. © 


Writers of plaintive romance bave co · obe - 


e with this tendency of the miſery of hu 
man life to preſs forward to the attention, 
and leave the happineſs of it in the back 
ground, by perpetually bringing the former 
before the eye of their readers, and · preferri ing 
it as a ſubject of repreſentation. Aware that 
diſtreſs is a more ſtriking and intereſting ob- 
jeg to the human mind than felicity, they 
have preſented a multitude of ſad and tragical 
ſcenes to the imagination; 55 the ene im- 

| e 


ani, 


| to the. difrefied, while. cabs we ee 05 . = 
move. For this reaſon our Creator has or- 


Jo ence of abi in oontemplating 253 
human life, the afflictions which are ſcattered 


ba 
* ; K 


© gh ways afted Wan . 1 
= that the fiction has its foundation in 1 
fact, and took. its bint from truth, melts and 2 
blends itſelf, in a mind e of a lively 1 3 
fancy, with the image of actual lifes W wart 
has been ſtrongly imagined: wires itſelf, in 

the memory, with what has been really ſeen 

or heard : and thus the world of ſhadows and 
phantoms ſtands before the eyes of thoſe, who 1 5 
are in habits of peruſing the pages Wwhick 
paint fictitious affliction, as connected with | * 
the region of reality, and conſtituting a part = -, 
the proſpect of nat ure. Poets alſo, and ſenti- — 
mental writers, influenced, in the ſame man 
ner, by the perſuaſion, that gloom is more 
allied to eloquence. than gaicty'; and, that to "+0 
complain is more moving than to rejoice; in 5 
the reflections upon human life which harre 
fallen from their pens, have endeavoured 5 3 
excite. that-fgh- of melancholy which ſoothes * 
the ſenſibility of penſive ſpirits. - Many reli- 
gious perſons have likewiſe contributed to im- 
preſs thoſe minds, that have been ſubject to 
the influence of their ſentiments, with diſmal 


ideas of human life; ; miſled by an imagination, 1 4 
that frequent expreſſions of diſſatisfaction with © =" i 
ſublynary ſcenes: are the fre of a pious ſpirit; | 

1 | and 3 


An fach chat x the affeions are fxed upon. 1 


things above. e 4] 


All theſe "I Hy 8 to ma 1 


the figure of human afflictions; to lead the 


imagination to dwell and reſt upon the pains 
of life, and to take off the attention from its . 


pleaſ ures. | Theſe cauſes of miſconception 


upon this ſubje& call aloud for counteraction. 


While, therefore, theſe are conſpiring to con · 


ſine your eye to the dark parts of human life, 


to thruſt its afflictions before you, and to keep 


back its brighter ſcenes ; its Re os: . 


16: path 


let me be permitted to put forward; 
into your view that human happineſs, which 


is ſo apt to retire from your attention; and to 
entreat you to take notice of, what perhaps 
you may not have ſufficiently reflected upon, 


or be enough in the habit of recolleQing ; 


what is yet manifeſt, at the door of the in- = 


quiry into the comparative good and evil of 
human life; that, whatever be the ſum of 
| miſery 1 in the world, there is a a much DX 


: form of happineſs. 


The weather is ſometimes 6615 but it is 


oftener fair. Storms and hurricanes are fre- 


Ky” nt 4 5 quent; 


= 


Wen wk gekneſtz vin cies: $55 more healt! 


- Cruelty; but greater multitudes have ro- 

mained unm 
| have periſhed with hunger and nakedneſs; 
but more have be 


captivity ; but the majority were never in 
_ priſon, Numbers have loſt their reaſon; but 
larger numbers have retained it. . The lift is 

160g of the forſaken, and the forlorn; but fin 


longer is the catalogue of thoſe, that have ne- 


ver failed, in 18098 one or other, to finda 
friend. Sometimes, we are told of towns, 
agitated to pieces by the terrible quaking of 
the ground; but more frequently, of citi es 
that know no enemy but Time. Sometimes, 
we hear of ſhips that are deſtroyed by the 
ſtorm; but more 9 of veſſels that 


7 | = arrive 


hers a ET ne pa n; but there e aſe 


ths, « eee is light given to him that 3 
is in miſery?” but it bears no proportion to 5 
EC Folneſs, which is open to the 
agreeable impreſſions of ſurrounding nature. 
Multitudes have been cruſhed under the foot 


Neſted by the oppreſſor. Many 


en ſupplied with food and 
' Faiment. - Some have counted the days of 


7 
N * 


Fg” . 4 ; 5 
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"th: rags failing b harveſts; our Yall 


tit ious Delicacy 
Nature! the frightful conflict between the 
force of affection, and the phrenſy of want! 
between the agonies of hunger, and of the 
heart but, fruit ful ſeaſons, and ſhouting 


V ve eee rad, 
has: 
ſtood up, our pulſes have ſtopped, over the 
horr ible picture of famine! the craving of fac ELD 
for food, offenſive to plain-fed | 


-* 
— — — c 
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reapers, and hearts filled with food and 5 


gladneſs, are the cheerful forms, with Which 
mankind have been familiar. 
bled to contem plate the terrible fi gure of Peſti- 
| lence, 9 walking in darkneſs;: travelling 
through the air in awful inviſibility; ſtriking 
with an unſeen hand, and ſtrew ing the ſtreet 
with dead: but the accounts, that have moſt 
occupied our attention, have been of benignant 
conſtitutions in nature; of qualities in things 
that are calculated to recall departed health, 
and heal the diſeaſes of man; of reſtorative 
temperatures of air; of kindly and genial 
climes ; of medicinal herbs, and of phyſical 


fountains. A melancholy proportion of man- 


kind have periſhed by the ſword; or taken 
from its edge the worſe than mortal wound; 
or pined i in the ſiekneſs attendant on its way; 


op ors ns 


We have trem- 


3 4 
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5 and | deſalation it h: 


[ thy: its firdke/avithdrecw gl far ae, ken in 
point: — but the greater part of mankind have 
paſſed their days in the ſeat f peace; fat un- 
der their roofs in ſerenity and ſecurity; reaped 
their fields without any fear of the ſoldier's 
ſickle or his flame; exerciſed their affections 
in ſocial unions, that have felt no cut but 
from Nature's hand; and reſigned their en „ 
at laſt . in the quiet and dateſtic bed - h 
If we thus ſurvey the checkered Few of 
human life at /arge, we ſhall find its bright 
ſpaces more numerous than its ſhadows. Con- 
gratulation is more exerciſed than pity. The 
countenances that have ſorrow. upon them, are 
fewer than. the faces which do not want to 
be wiped. And if the 200 hiſtories of indi- 
viduals whom we ſee in circumſtances of 
diſtreſs were to be laid before us, perhaps, we 
ſhould find fe of them, in which there was 
not a greater number of pleaſant than painful 
| paſſages : in which there was not, upon the 
whole, more cheerfulneſs than depreſſion; Tn: 
more tranquillity than trouble; more corporal « - 
| eaſe than ſufferance. ; Whatever pain, what- 
Cr ny ig | 5 
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J ſusbe wur clouds temain for the 
Fx Show of. „ the fbrehead of youth is 
vuually clear and ſmooth. Phe firſt years x 
almoſt every life, how dark and ſtormy ſoever 
it afterwards becomes, are all ſunſhine and ſ-. 
renity. Then, at leaſt, how many ſoever 
the ſickneſſes, the ſorrows, and the ſolici- 
tudes, the months of vanity, and the 
«© weariſome: nights,” that await maturer 
years,—then, at leaſt, every pulſe is health; 
every pillow is peace; every feelin 8. rapture; 
every object, novelty; every proſpect, hope! 
Now, although my preſent . is not 
do vindicate the goodneſs of providence, but 
merely to prevent from looking to our eye 
larger and darker than it really is, to reduce 
to its true ſize, and dilute to its true ſhade, 
that apparent blot upon it, which remains af- 
ter wards to bo proved to be no more than the 
appearance of a ſtain; yet, thus much, this is 
the place to ſay; That, that happineſs, which 
manifeſtly prevails in the prefent ſyſtem, is 
ſuch an indication of the character of the au 
thor of it, as will not allow us to aſcribe the . | 


mixture of miſery, we obſerve in it, to any 
mixture 


5 * 
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For His — under 1 ifs "an 2 
| Hutnerous as wo ſee them to be, there muſt 1 


we e only 4 the ſue Mete uf bee MG — f 
ing, in judging of the divine character, hi. 9 
we are all of us aecuſtomed to make uſe of, 3 
in deciding upon thoſe of men, it will be i. | 

poſſible for us to ſuſpect him of any malie, ö 
who has diſcovered % much mercy. When OY 
ceufſed of having 


( -Xion _ 


rate; when it is N to us, Kt % 19 
one, in whom we have ſeen the marks of a 
ſingular prudence, has acted, upon any o 
ſion, with egregious indiſeretion; or, that ang 19 
one, in whom we have remarked repeated in. 


. ſtances of an exceſſive caution an "2 
has taken an extreniely nant and 4 bead. | 
Nep;z or, that A Pet | A 


upon a variety of e an ohebhttnen 
n has acted a N cowardly ant 
TIO Os 8 


ht 


8 compar. un of Mapping | 

n part; 3 or, chats man, of ahi 
mildneſs and gentleneſs of manners, or of 
Whoſe generoſity and munificence, i in circum- 

ſtances that. ſhut? out every doubt of its . 

cerity, we have witneſſed numerous and ſtrik· 

ing diſplays, has conducted himſelf, in any 

caſe, with an iron ſeverity, or ſhewn'a. ſordid 
| Hiberality We im men 5. 2 Ache ee 


ene ere in 8 eee pales EO us, 2 
which make that conduct to be of a piece 
with the reſt of the character in queſtion, 
which appears to be ſo directly contrary to it. 
We are loth to admit, that any one can have 
. departed ſo widely from himſelf, as to have 
contradicted the moſt ſtriking and prominent 
qualities of his nature. We fay, it is not 
like the man; let him tell his own ſtorys 
judge no man before he be heard.“ Now, 
let the ſame rule of judging be applied to: the 


conduct of providence ; ; let the ſame preva- 


Bi lence of good obtain the ſame credit and truſt, 


under appearances of evil, which we are in 
habits of granting to human characters; and = 
we ſhall be in little danger of ſuſpecting the 
ſupreme benignity of any deviations from. the 
up. of Og | OTE en 
: > h 


12 has des ro erties, and i is e e 
with itſelf. . Doth a fountain ſend forth at 
tlie ſame ok both ſweet water and bitter? * 
Is there an herb to ho found, hat is, at once, ; ; 
healing, and poiſonous? Is t here an animal, 1 
that is, at the ſame time, innocent, and = 
noxious? Even man; capricious whom you _ 
call, inconſtant, inconſiſtent man, never diſ- 1 
covers that inconſiſtency, which he, who ac. 5 
cuſes him of any cruelty, aſcribes to God: „ 
All the contradiQtions that appear in the ene 
duct of man are reconcileable to unity of nne 
racter; are to be accounted for, in perfect 
barmony with it, by variations of ſituation . 
and eircumſtance, which occaſion A change in e 
his conduct, while his character remains the 
ſame. There may be diſcord between his 
words and his actions; but there is no n 
thing as duplicity of character; that is nlhe. 
. His actions may diſagree with one another; 85 
but they all accord with ſome ſingle principle 
rhat predominates in him; they all conſiſt 
with one ſettled temperament of mind. Th 
mutability of his animal ſyſtem, or of his ex- 
ternal ſituation, :may produce occaſional ſtarts. 


and _— from, oppoſite ales of his prevailing 
G 5 X _ temper. _ Z 23 3 
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| health; or br egg; wit h fl t Mn" bolture of his a as 
fairs, his family may find him more thin 
vſually kind, and his ber deren en more than 
commonly complying : : irritated by corporeal 1 
pain, or croſſed by vexatious accidents, he 7 5 
may wound the ear of domeſtic # Rection, an. . 
ſend the hand of Supplication | empty aways 
Excited by ſervices received, he may ſerve , 
one with unwearied zeal; exaſperated by in- 5 
juries, he may purſue another with unreletits _ 
ing rage. The partialities ariſing out of inti= 
macy, or blood, or party, may make him 
kind to this man ; the antipathies produced 
by oppoſite opinion, by envy, or by fear, ey 
render him cruel. to that. He may act the 
part of an affectionate father to ſome, and of 
a parental oppreſſor to other, of his children, 
accordingly as they are poſſeſſed, or deſtitute, 
of engaging gifts of nature. In one ſituation, 
he may perform an office of charity, in com- 
pliance with the call of decency, and in re- 
ſpect to the eyes that are upon him; in one 
more ſecret, he may inſult the ſupplicant, and 
oppreſs the poor. He may obey the dictate 
of honeſt humanity, when the ſervice it en- 
joins is W when the ſacrifice it exacts is 
a ſmall; 
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dul ie con ent to act in th 
rect and ba baten oppoſi ton dee gelen. 
„ h * de ery Ke 


meet in one ae ee of. 
are branches that may ſhoot from 
But, before we can charge even man with 
that ſelf · contradiction, which he, who arraigns 
his benevoltage, 1mputes to the Being, who 
+ himſelf. poſſeſſes infinite happineſs, and wo 
has produced the ſur of it we ſee; who has , 
done ſo much good, to which his inducement EY. 
muſt have been the moſt diſintereſted and a- 
dent goodneſs; and who is immutably 8 
from all motive to do any evil; before we can 
find, even in unſteady and changeful man, 
any example of ſuch incongruity, we muſt 
ſee him, in the ſame moment of private ſatiſt 
faction and felicity, blending, in his ſpeech, 
blandiſhment and aſperity of expreſſion : M e 
muſt ſee him, diſcovering to the . mas; 
while retaining the ſame ſentiment'o 


% 
1 


f his cha- 
racter, now, all the enthuſiaſm of friendſhip, 5 
and, now, all the heat of malevolence: We 
muſt ſee a parent uniting, in his behaviour to 
the ſame child, at the ſame moment, fond „„ 
reſſes, and furious blows: We —_ ſee a . 
tentate taking a Seren and patriot delight, | 
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ww” aho Meg and the wings of half his ſub-: 
jects, and taſting a malignant eu we An 
the burthens, and groans of the other hat; Fa 
Such a volatility and flightineſs of kemper, W 
this mixture of properties would imply, has 
never FO known in the annals: 0 eee 2 
caprice. mr rn OT: 
He, — * who b POO Gen his chat a+ 5 
pineſs, which is evidently predominant in the 
preſent ſyſtem, and which can poſſibly be! | 
aſcribed: to no other ſource than the pureſt ge- 
neroſity, cannot be capable of willingly afs 
flicting the children of men. Whenever he 
does n it muſt b be n an; ultimate view 
e 5 $ 
From this amn which, meets: ks kult 
7 glance at the checkered picture of human life, 
khat its lights are more numerous than its 
ſhades, let us paſs to a few conſideratios, 1 
' which will cauſe its ſhades themſelves to loſe 
much, perhaps, of the gloom, yhich at firſt” 
fight they may ſeem to wear. We are liable 
to imagine the miſery of human life to be 
more than it is, from not being aware of the 
degree of 1NSENSIBILITY to circumſtances, 
| painful! in themſelves, which there often exiſts | 
m perſons, whom we perceive in ſuch ſitu- 


ations; and whom we contemplate with a de- 
SSP gree 


1 : £ : 


ing, wears away the ſer 
0 have often to o 


ſiderable degree departed. I 
verſity ſtill ſtands; before us, Fs it is dk 
apparition only; the ſubſtance id not therſGmſG. 


tendency of intimaey wich Gituations from 
which a ſtranger to them reccils, to renc 


OT Ms, Bu condemned 


do not. call. „ ans 5215 159 es 
0H Of. comparative inſenibilty to ci 
ſtances that excite our unmodera 
cauſe is tim 1 It is a law-of our nature, hat 
familiarity with what at firſt was moſt k afflits 
iſe of it. Hence, we 
ok upon the unfortunate ſitus OE 
ation, when the ſenſibility of it is in LE e 


In conſequence of a total inattention to the 


them, not only ſupportable, but even — 
ſiſtent With happineſs, pity has been ſome- 
times given even to happy men, conſidered - 


| merely as animal creatures; and ſome; that 


were real objects of compaſſion, have been re- 
garded with more than their caſe has _— 1 
He whoſe life is made up of repoſe and re- 
cumbence,! and Who, in conſequence of ah 

exceſſive de icacy ae has derived from tlie per- 
fect ſoftneſs of 1 tuation 3 thats a ak over e 
vet, looks: out from his ſcat of 'e ea 


. of compation, upon them who base 8 


7 


a 


dations of life, and expoſed to the keen ſev 
rities of nature; beſtows his pity upon bappi- 
nefs ſuperior to his ow; upon him who finds 
no weight in his burthen, perceives:no:coarſe> 
ad it his food; complains of no hardneſs in 
his couch, and feels no bleakneſs in the blaſt. 
If be, who experiences a ſudden reductior 


from opulence to comparative poverty, is, for 4 


a moment, to be numbered with the miſerable, 
: "It 18 only for a moment, that he belongs to 


the claſs, Although, upon firſt finding him- 


ſelf in the rank to which he has not been ha; 


bituated, he may refuſe to be comforted, in- 75 


dulge the ravings of deſpair, and ſnatch the 
inſtrument of death; if he have patience to 


ſurvive the firſt ſhock of the change, the 9 


exotic ſpirit becomes, in a little time, natura- 
lized to the new ſituation ; and is as happy in 
it as the natives of the condition to which it 
4s: ſank... He, who does not conſider this le- 
nient efficacy of time, will regard the fallen 

trafficker, with a pity that continues to bleed 
over him, long after the fracture, which 
8 pl peace ſuſtained from. the ally hap been 
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| fly ment, chfined to the rough fccome „ 
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26r Ihe: pa this ehiubte bins that are un- 
eaſy onb 


7 ge pes who have long lien in the 
lap of luxury; it is alſo capable of wearing 


away the See and graduall Ro 
the edges, of feats that e to all, and 

that extort pity even from the ſtern philoſo- 
pher, who has no tear for the loſer of ſuper⸗ : 
fluous: poſſeſſions; for the exile from a man- 
ſion, for whom a roof is ready, which, though - 
not ſo; lofty'as that he has left, is as capable of 
excluding the inclemency of nature; and for 

whom a table remains, which, though no de- 

licacies load it, is covered with all that health 
requires. Habitude has a Dower, not only of 
ſoftening the hardeſt pillow ; lifting the low- -. 
lieſt cot; refining the coarſeſt bread; convert- 

ing inconvenience to eaſe; and making the 
weather's inclemencies mild; it is able to dufl 


the point of eireumſ ances that Kaplan to Song e 


ſoul: of happineſs. 
We hear of one, arp is nnn to 
count, not only the days and months, but 
years, of perſonal confiuement, either by the 
infirmity-of his own frame, or by | the cruelty 
of his felow-creature: · He who walks whi- 
rherſoever he would, looks upon him; Who 
T 84 ; - has 


2s lost ad ano ble 
Wretch, by whom it is . f 61 OK ne 
can be borne; to whom it is ſtrange that Fra . 
ſhould have been given. In the boſom of ſuch | 
a one, he imagines, there muſt reign a loom, 1 
into which not ſo much as a glimmer of com- 
fort can ever come. Nature holds out variety 
pl entertainment to the ſenſes of man but 
hoe is forbidden to range her ſeenes; to admire 
her heauties; to hear her fon ugs; or inhale her 65 
fragrance, Mankind meet together, in pris _ 
vate circles; in public aſſemblies; but he 
cannot Join their ſelect companies, or make 
one in the concourſe that is called by harmleſs 
pleaſure, -ar intereſting b 8e or eager cu - 
Tioſity. Vet, even upon darkneſs like this 
0 Time lets in ray after ray, and gradually con- 
ſoles the captive. When Nature has loſt the 
„„ 8 remembrance of her gayer enjoyments, 
„ alg ſprightlier pleaſures, more flat and inſipid 
amuſements acquire a power of cheering the 
„ } heart--lls; the brilliant forms of happineſs, 
2 | Which once it knew, fade to a fainter, and 
FX fainter. hue, in the eye of Memory; as they 
| retire to a greater and a greater diſtance in the 
3 of the paſt; objects of duller colours, 


int enbiyen.! the darkneſs of the preſent hour, 
and 
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| face, of hear' the ſound, ES, 


* " 


Tothe ſoner- of eee Od Po IE. 
| page is a pro ſperous/event ! And he, whom © © 
lonely year, to ſee | 


eee, a alt 10 ud TY — Il 
; unre vt Frith is 4 Sa 4 Lie 
feſtival ! the acquiſition" of an wee "= 
deſpotic Power had forbidden, for G 1 f 
of Friendſhip, has le ned, at length, is „ 1 
2 bi the _— „ a; 


e oa WMA 22 4 & Ks oy 57 162031 Y by „„ 
We are told of an ür eteature W N . : N 5 5; > . F 


of time „ is not only de- i 


YMived of the pleaſures of corpbrecal activity, 2 
but- who is alſo Aa firanger to eaſe; Who is is e 1 


condemned to pain; as Well as to ſolitude. De, 5 = 


He, whoſe ſenſations” are All | ay and plea- A 1 . 
ſurable; Wh. e heart, it the fulneſs' of health, 8 2M | 


laughs and fings along with ſurrounding a. — 


ture; and whoſe leaping pulſes have never 
known what it is to langviſh ; regards og 


ſituation with an eye, | that cannot endure to 
reſt, ſo much as nent, upon it; and that | 


* 
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. 
he, who has long been in it, is not without 
his ſolace. Time has lulled his ſenſe of his 115M 
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p in, a it . not . able to een is EO 
degree, ſo as to have made patience under it a 
25 much eaſier. taſk, than at firſt-it.was-to him, 
1 than it would be now to Nau. While the a>. 
gour of its, ſeverity to his body. remains un- 
foftened and the Game, it has ſo far relented,” * | 
as to have relaxed its hold upon his mind: As 
| to admit of occaſional releaſes of his attention 


. from 7 and of compliances with the cal of 


| objects that yield him plegiure. whit © 
n obſerve paſs along the ee {Si DAP, 
hoary,. bending, dependent upon caſual cha- 
rity for the bread of the day: whoſe want of 
light, and whoſe, want of friends, is imper- 
fectly fo pplied by the patient fidelity of a do- | 
meſtic animal, which ſerves, at once, for his 
companion, and bis guide. Poor wretch !“ 
— the immediate and involuntary exclama- 
tion of all the humane, that meet him in bis 


melancholy. walk. | As he. . paſſes: by us, all 


1411. 
yo. 5 we Haſs awakes ne us. We 
8 FFF e, 


i « Sealer return 3 Rpt. to him returns ES 
ö Day, or the ſweet approach of ev'n 0 or morn, SR 
Or ſight of vernal bloom, or fummer's _ 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine: 
Blut cloud inſtead, and ever e Wel o 
5 Surrounds bim! . 5 „ 
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„ er no more. Mid 
familiar ta bim. He has forgot en, that. ** thi 
light is ſweet, and that it is been n 


for the eyes to behold the W ; * 5 | "ih 


5 


ſues his way through the r Fo 


with from them. He alles an alt: the re-. 
fuſals are frequent; z that is little: Perhaps, e 
from ſcoffs, and from ſpurns, his wretehed- 

neſs cannot ſometimes ſave him: Perhaps, 
9 from violence and ſeverity, his grey hairs can= — 
not always protect him. 7our pride feels for 
the honour of an inſolted man: vour com- „5 


leſſneſs extorts: but be. has long ſince let fall _ 
3 laſt over hu unkindneſs: the fire 2-7 
which indignity once kindled there has log 
ago ceaſed to redden his face: and the humane „ 


* 
Py 


„ tatar: 8 treatment be recciues feels it 0 
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— "Narkownominjyak fituations-in- human life = 


___ to you who are ſurrounded with ” 
| brighter circumſtances, and which, to them 
who enter into therm for the firſt time, Wear 

8 f : > > ; 4 5 13 


are becot 90 7 e ſeats of ſober, Yn 
44 naked bes eſs, To m a2 

funny ſituation, fotidas his 990; airs . 5 
od, the plan eavi- 15 


openings into a thick wo 
ties ſeem of a raven dye, and appear t ally 
_ exclude the day; amidſt the meridian 
they reſemble: ſo many caves of darkneſs: 2 and 
he that, ſuddenly, from the glare of noon, { 
paſſes into a deep umbrage, feels a perfect 
night fall upon his! path: but, in a few mo- 
ments, the ſcene clears up; his eye recovers 
from the ſhock of the change; he finds he has 
not entirely loſt the day; that he has neee 
changed its gayer, and gaudier appearances, 
for a more ſolemn light, and a graver art 
In the ſame manner; the heart, that i is ſud- 
denly removed from the luminous, to the 
gloomy ſituations in human life, is at firſt op- 
preſſed by the gloom, and perceives nothing 
but darkneſs; but after a time, the gloom 
grows leſs; the place looks lighter; and the 
night has brightened 5 eee into moo 

rated e,, 1s ind 
- Another comforter. of. «large. 3 of _ 


mankind, under the: Ws of painful acci- 


dents, 


* 


2 byars; is that ) _ ; hf 40 YY 1 18 
neceſſary to their fablitences And ot the « con- 


0 ſolatory efficacy: of which the inactive hae 
conception He who has leiſure to-lamen | > 


his wre et who! has: nothing to de but 
to recollect what he has loſt, is much miſ- 
taken if he imagine, that the buſy ſufferer of 


gree. Occupation dries the e 
hand, by turning it away from the object tl 
would draw its tears; by denying it time. to 
drop them. The ſoldier, that ſees his deareſt 
friend fall in the battle, finds, in the buſineſs 


of the field, an irreſiſtible diverſion from: the 
ſorrow, into which, in an inactive moment, 
he would have melted. He muſt reſerve his 


tear for the hour of repoſe. His eye cannot 
flill, until his arm ſhall reſt. Till then, as 
the ſoldier's duſt muſt wait for 4 grave; his 


| ſhade muſt want its tributaty grief. And . 


thoſe lives which conſiſt of a continual current 
of occupations, forcibly carry, along re 
their ſtream, the attention that would ſtoß to 
mourn over any of thoſe misfortunes W 
in more till and ſtagnant ſituations, excite the 
moſt N and NE ſorrow. | Affictions 


the ſame loſſes, is a ſufferer in the ſame de- 


even 


% 5 


madneſs, or ſettle into a melancholy 


their occurring to the oc 


hoſe, Who ee epoſe | 
of eaſe; into a diſtreſs that might terminate in 


would unfit them for the diſcharge of. ah 
duties; and which, een they hear f 
cupied claſſes of ſo- 
ciety; they commiſerate with: all the agony 
of pity, make, nevertheleſs, but very Sw 
and flecting impreſſions upon ſuch. perſons, / 7 
| They are ſhocked by the circumſtance; for a * 
moment they are miſerable ;- but buſineſs 
calls; they muſt obey; they have no time to 
droop; and have recovered their peace, before 
their mor̃e indolent neighbours have ceaſed to 
recolle& the circumſtance with a figh, and ke 
repeat the tale in expectation of a ter. 
The ſupport and ſolace that are frequently - 
derived, under the ſufferings of life, from So- 
cial Connexions, do not always ſtand forward 
to our view, when thoſe ſufferings are pre- 
ſented to our eyes. How ſweet to the af. 
flicted is the ſilent tear, are the ſoothing tones 
of Sympathy, none but they that have ſuf- 
fered, and been thus conſoled, can ſay. And 
thus conſoled, by, ſome one or other, the ma- 
jority of mourners have been, Where is the 
. | man 


man that has as ept and found: no one to weep 5 — 
with him? Theſe ſocial conſolations / are — 
24 ſecret,; and lent! nature: they make no 
noiſe, he the misſortunes Which ens us 
medy : they appear not, along with them, in 
the front and ſurface of the ſituation to which | 
we look: they lie concealed in its receſles; _ 
and retire from our view. We hear of ſick» 
neſs, but we e ſee not into the room that is the 
ſeat of it; we perceive not the affection that 
5 attending there; whoſe tender office it is to 
enliven its languor, and ſmooth its bed; to 
7 explore the thought, and explain the aſking 
eye.“ We are informed of ſhipwrecked for- 
tunes; the craſh reſounds, and reaches every | 
ear: but we follow not the ruined man in his 
retirements from the world; we trace npt his 
filent retreat to the hearts that ſtand open to ; 
receive him; our eyes go not after him in his 
ſecret entrance into that temple of Friendſhip, 
which is his ſanctuary from the purſuit of | 
Sorrow. We behold the virtuous victim of 
Calumny, robbed of his good name, injured, 
perhaps, if his life be public, in the public 
eſtimation; we regard him, if our judgment 
have eſcaped the general deluſion, and go not 
with the voice of the multitude, with all the 
yr Ta N N 


5 Db of rap age an . Fn hu 5 
1 - love; without thinking c of the circle of thoſe, | 

_ - whoſe good opinion of him is protected by | 

ate knowledge of his merit; that circle | 

+ of an affectionate few, to Which he is able to 
xetite from the frown of the many; within 

which he ſits in peace, and, cheered by its 

Pp genial warmth, liſtens to the tempeſt: of evil 

tongues without it, with all the ſerenity. of 

one, around whoſe houſe the wind howls, and 

the rain drives, without being able to pene- 

trate to his pillow, or to his hearth. 

A frequent cauſe, of comparative 1 

kay to painful circumſtances, for want of be- 

ing acquainted with which, in the caſes mm 

- which it exiſts, we beſtow upon them a de- 

gree of pity for which they do not call, is na- 
* conſtitution. Misfortunes, of the ſame 
ſolidity, do not fall with equal weight upon 

all heads. They do not produce the im- 
preſſions upon ſome · of thoſe, whom we con- 
template and pity under them, which they 
would make upon us. Some perſons are poſ- 
ſeſſed of a complexional philoſophy, an ani- 
mal, and native fortitude, proceeding from the 
ſtrength of their nerves, and the ſprightlineſs 
of their ſpirits 4 which enables them to endure, 
| with | 
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-withe ae 4 6 , what would N 2 
"I deſpair. | | By: unfortunate turns in traffick;  _ 
the merchant who was a prince, "ſhall be , 3 
hurled, in a moment, from the heights of opus Es SE 97 
lence, and precipitated: from the very pinnacle —̃ 
of proſperity to the depths of poverty. An- 
other would feel his ſoul ſhattered and W 
vered to pieces by ſo violent a fall. Vour 5 
imagination paints him all bruiſed, and broken 
in ſpirit, unable to lift his head, or ſup- 5 
port the load of life: but his heart ſprings N 
up again unhurt from the ground, and fee 
turns to its purſuits with an undaunted in-⸗ 
duſtry, and ai undiminiſhed ardour of - 
terpriſe. ' By ſome mercileſs creditor, one, 
who is not able to pay him a farthing, is 
thrown into priſon, until he pay the utter- 
moſt. Many would enter it with the deſpon- 
dency that rejects all conſolation': but he be- 
holds the door of it ſhut upon him with little 
diminution of his vivacity. Valuable friends 
expire; beloved kindred cloſe their eyes for 
ever; promiſing children are put into wg 5 
grave: you would go to it in agonies; 8 
many days, and many nights, tears would be 
your melancholy meat: but there are thoſe, 


8 though kind relatives, and faithf ul. : 
qo friends, CAR 


Koni I 


themſelves aboye the waves of misfortune, 


Sins, bir is ae” © - relat us." i 3 
ties; yet, from that ſpring nn n Po 
Wjhich cannot lie long under the preſſure of 
any thing, but elaſtically lifts itſelf up, and 
toſſes the load away, will endure ſuch loſſes 
as theſe, as well as all e with little de. 
| jection. e Rt 2 
is e W of baiting 


Nature has communicated to, different men, 
in different degrees. Upon being plunged 
into that ſea of trouble, into which when 
ſotne are precipitated, they continue a con- 1 f 

ſiderable time under it, others emerge in a 
moment. One buoyant paſſion, however, N 
which powerfully operates, to prevent the oy 

waters from overwhelming him, and the 
ſtream from going over his ſoul, belongs to fy 1 
every human creature. While /ome, in the 
very moment of deprivation, are peculiarly 
ſuſceptible of agreeable and conſolatory im- 
preſſions from Preſent objects that ſtill remain, 
all are able to find comfort in the proſpect 66-1 
Futuriiy. Hope ſprings eternal in. the hu- 
man breaſt,” Man, when moſt bereaved by 2 
advetſity, is ſeldom deprived of hope. What- | 
ever | — 5 from his hand, whatever 
friends 


ſtill ſticks to his heart; his ever cleaving good; 


not to be divided from him but by the vio- 


lenee that ſplits his reaſon, and feparates him 


from himſelf; his ever faithful friend, that . 
* never leaves him, nor forlakes. him}? the 
brother of all his adverſity; ; the ſtar of all his 


. nights; the cordial of all his fickneſs; the 


caſket of all his poverty; the angel of his pris : 


| ſon, before whoſe luminous form he: feels in 


fancy his fetters falling off In vain ad- 


verſity throws her weights upon the ſpringy 


Paſſion. They cannot opprels 1 it for more that) 
” moment; in a moment it is up again. „ OL 
ſpite of ptotracted delay, in ſpite of repeated . 


diſappointment, it continues to ſmile; it pros 


miſes on; and perſiſts to paint futurity fair. 
He whole days have long been dark, looks 
forward ſtill to brighter. The priſoner. who 

has numbered many days, and many nights, 
ol captivity, ſometimes ſuſpends his ſighing, 


and lays. to himſelf, „IL. may one day yet be 


free,” The ſick man, who for many a year: D 


has ſought for health in vain, ſets. out for 


ſome new ſpring, at which as yet he has not _ | 

drunk; of ſome new air, the healing breath of 

which be has — . inhaled; in the foad hope, 
17 * VVV 9 
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Friends d uuſen his nde, hope tl Rays bed; - . 
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TO Shel . EH A 1 8 e 
TE adverſity upon the heart of man, may be 
added eminently ; viriuous character, accom- 3 | 
panied with: confirmed Janh in the wiſdom 
which governs the world- The afflictions 
which befall the amiable and excellent, are 
the ſeeming ſtains upon the conduct of bro i 
dence, which appear the darkeſt to our eyes,“ 
prior to our examination into the good ends 
that may be anſwered by them. Before, 
however, we enter upon that inquiry, it will 15 2 
be our wiſdom to ſtop one moment to reflect, 
that thoſe, who leaſt deſerve to ſuffer, do ac- 
tually. ſuffer leſs than others, from the ſame . f 
arrows of adverſity, upon a ſuppoſition of the 


ſame natural ſenſibility in the point at which 
their aim is taken. He who believes all that A 


- the Goſpel declares, and who feels all that 7 _ 


inſpires; who, in every incident that occurs, 
beholds a ſtep in the harmonious and majeſtic _ 


march of all things to the greateſt poſſible 


good; and who Peter the public ſpirit | 


- which can greatly conſole itſelf, under private 


ſufferings, by the contemplation of genera !“ 
- welfare ; is got to be overcome by the ſtroke 
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of calamity, like one who i is a firanger to this 1 | 


_  expeQation, and to this ſpirit. He that is 


1 moſt N to rejoice with them that do 
rejoice, and to weep with them that 


weep,” is beſt able to fay, with honeſt gene- 
roſity, * to the mourners of his own misfor- ONLY 


tunes, what he that wept over Jeruſalem 
addreſſed to her dau ghters, as they WEI over 


him, —** weep not for me.“ 


Ĩ᷑ is time I had done. XT 1555 been longer 
than I intended; but 1 ſhall not think I 8 


loſt my time, if, by theſe conſiderations, 1 


ſhall have brightened a little the appearance 
of human life to your eye; and thinned, in 
any degree, that cloud of human miſeries, 
which is apt to look thicker than it is, and 
which is apt to obſcure and overcaſt our viewy 
of the divine beneyolence, Let us carry theſe 
conſiderations in our minds. While we ex- 
plore with reverence the ends of providenoe 


in the afflictions of men, let us, as much as 


poſſible, facilitate the taſk, and leſſen the ef- 
fort, of faith in its infinite goodneſs, by habi- 


tually reflecting, that the ſum of their af- 


fliction is leſs than at firſt ſight it ſeems, and 
that it is leſs than, the ſur of FRO e . 


Amen, 
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Mark the perfect man, and be 
Vor the end of that man is Peace. 
PsATNM xxxvii. 37. 
EAC E, oh Virtue! peace is. all 
own” 80 ſings one of your poets, 
i whoſe boaſt it is, that is pen was not long 
without 2 ſerious ob „but was ſoon di- 
rected to moral truth; ſo by the 
of all nations, and ages; ſo ſays. 
God; and fo his ſervants, in all ſituation 
have found it. )) 
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Wicked men are not without their ple. 
ſures. The worſt. of men are not wit 
their tranſports. But that ſti 


enjoyment, to which we Sive the name of, f 
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The Conflitioe ede on 


| peace; 850 pleaſure which i 5 ranger 45 53 0 


mult and to interruption ; which is varied 2 5 


| only by placid raptures, and by gentle ſor⸗ 
rows; that reign of joy, that eſtabliſhment f 
bliſs, that reſt and repoſe of it in the boſom, 8 


which nothing diſturbs; that uniform flow of 


cheerfulneſs and ſatisfaction, which the au- 


thor of the proverbs calls ** a perpetual feaſt 
in a word, that never ſtopping ſtream of calm , _ 
and quiet joys, which conſiſts of a ſmooth 


- ſucceſſion of ſweet refleQions. to ſweet ſenſa- 
tions, and ſoothin 1g peg) to > foothing. re- 
wg ante 9 


. | | „ 


ce Woch runs, and as it runs, for ever ſhall run on,” 7 


is thi portion only of minds, whoſe: paſſions 5 


are well governed, whoſe powers are uſefully _ 
cadre, and whoſe truſt in infinite wiſdom” 
and goodneſs. is ſteadfaſtly fixed. The ſeaſon” 
of faifoaliry,” the moment of triumph, the 
mood of mirth, return to the ſlave of ſenſe, 
and to the votary of the world: they that 
drink at other ſprings than thoſe from Which 
vprightneſs draws felicity, receive from them 
ſhoots and ſallies of ſupply: but piety and 
virtue are the only fountain that ſends forth” 


inceſſant waters; the only well which is per- | 


: „„ 0 perally 
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? | petwally Pea up mh 185 ct 
ries Within him can never thirſt. 


5 
S 


truſions of care, the inſurrections 5 ee e 
the reproaches of conſcience, the fears of fu- _ 8 
turity, the deprivation of objects and abſence _ 
of occaſions, interrupt the current of all en- 


9 1 
— 84. : F 
I „ * 
- 


- e 1290 Noll — 15 es fre 
ſouſge ; 2 


IN Mark: 3, peel man, 1 behold. the | : 
upright.” \ Behold: him in each ſituation tat 
deprives others of all the happineſs they have, e 


and take notice of his peace. Enter his de 


in the day of his adverfity; in the day of his, | 


been put forth, and touched him in the part. 


deep affliction; when the hand of Go 


| where he leaſt could endure to be wounded. 


You expected to hear the groan of .deſpair-: „ 
you came prepared with arguments to combat 5 
a grief, that ſhould wildly laugh at yaur con- 


ſolation: you came to watch over a deſpe- 


ration dangerous to his reaſon, and to prevent | 
him from putting a violent termination to his 


days. With ſuch expectations you. enter his 


houſe; but, before you leave it, your pity; 


changes to reſpect, and admiration. Lou be- 
hold a weeping, but you ſee a patient and 
2 fi gure, n wee . to heaven, 


ang - 
AT : - >. ; 
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n avs 1 wary _ nature, upon 
the hand which, he believes, will one ME. 
a wipe them for ever away from the face of in- 
noeence and virtue. Unto the upright 
there ariſeth light in the darkneſs;" whils. 
the wicked, whey/their light is put out, are 0 5 
left in total ſhade, A night, in which the f 
moon is overcaſt, differs not more from 8 
| lowering ng day, than the adverſity of a vitious, 1 8 
from that of a virtuous man, Black, a 4 
diſmal are the ilitervals, in which the beam 
of proſperity is intercepted from them, who 5 L | 
are ſtrangers * to the funſhine of the breaſt 
while . elouds that gather in their ſky, 
upon whom the light of religion and yirtue | 
has arifen, though they may dull the days Es. * 
yu cannot make it night, _. {3 
Mark the perfect man, and beheld . 
upright for the Exp of that man is peace.” - . 
Let us, firſt, contemplate his peace, under the 
weight of thoſe years which bend the incli- - 
nations of man, along with his body, towards 
his grave: and next, in the hour of death, 
runderps repulſive to nature, by its arrival be. 
fore life has loſt any of its charms. 1 
Behold him, firſt, when the days are come, 


in which nature has no Fu" At . : 
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Se Ros dh hs 3 blood 
almoſt forgets to flaw, and the frigid fancy 
has no more coleurs left, to lay on ſurround- 
ing things; when all the glow and ſpirit of 
exiſtence is goue; when the ſur Imer is ended; 5 
when the ſun ſhines faintly upon the ſcene; 
when the leaves fall off from the bowers f 
delight, and all the bloom and ſplendour of 
human life are for ever over: in this cold and 
naked winter of his days, the upright man is 
warmed by genial thoughts, that repel the _ 
damps, that choer and cheriſh his heart, and ' , 
ſupply the abſence of animal ardour, Though 
dead to the pleaſures of ſenſe, unable ta taſtes 
any more what he eats, or what he drinks, 
ar to * hear any more the voice of fioging 
men, or ſingiug women; the remem _ 
of a life devoted to duty is © meat to eat,” 
with which he may FE regale himſelf; the 
voice of an approving conſcience is muſie, to to 
which man may liſten -with delight, at his 
lateſt hour. Though his underſtanding is too 
e feeble for inveſtigation or invention, it is v · 
giorous enough to cotivince him of the recti- 
tude and excellence of that virtue which he 
. ogg Impaired as his memory is, he 
dollect, „ with — clearneſs, 
1 mn 
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bis eömdüct his e right. 1% 
may "A loſt much of its. retentive power, it 
may drop the names of perſons and pg N 
ae d red Cit cumſtance ip from 


ne givets the ada 8 5 his life * 
theſe cannot eſcape it; it holds them faſt; and 


his mind hangs over the 8 e wih more - : 


To than a miſer' 8 joy. 5 „ 5 S371 ig 


The old, we Ns are ever namitive; if 72 | 


Their diſcourſe is continually recurring to 
perſons and to things, to purſuits: and plea- 


ſures, that compoſed their earlier hiſtory. To 
Wn CI ere _— their 1 


tion, r a more to 4 with he 1115 


ture, goes back into life, and fondly dwells 3 


upon the paſt, The young can cheer: them 


ſelves, in circumſtances of ſorrow, or of pain, 
by looking forward to fairer days; but all the 0 
comfort of £the aged, ſo far as ſublunary ſcenes: 

are to ſupply it, muſt be derived from the res 


3 » 


collection of thoſe that are gone by. It is: 


their ſole conſolation, in ſolitude, to ruminate, 
and in ſociety, to relate, what they ſaw, and 


what they felt, and what they aQed, in for- 


mer ws Thus, by the help of memory; + 


N 5 they | 


F 


"venom to =— palin 8 pale at 5 
been flown; ; and to liye life over again: But, 
| in the picture of the paſt, which the mind „ 


* 


man thus delights to place before it, in that 


moving ſcene, with which it is in the power 
of his memory to animate the ſtill moments 
of inactiye age, What object can entertain his 
eye ſo well, as a regular career of active, and 
generous virtue? Will he not look back _ i 
with a livelier delight, in thoſe days. of „ 


view, upon duties. done, upon juſt and gene- 


rops offices diſcharged, upon weeping faces 5 
wiped;. and broken hearts bound up, and hu- 
man happineſs increaſed by his contributions 
to it, than upon private pleaſures however 
ſprightly, adventures however romantic, en- 
terpriſes however ſparkling, ſuccefles how-- 
ever brilliant, or friends and companions how- - 


ever captivating and however dear 
Unſupported by the remembrance of ſome 
0 of excellence or other, nature, one would 
ſuppoſe, muſt ſink, at this ſeaſon, under the 
mortifying ſenſe of that reduction of human 
dignity, that falling off of all the honours of 
. humanity from her, that attenuation both of 


intellectual and d corporeat. l. bein 8, that gradual 
ig ; own melting 


* 


73 * 2 
4 


uy ae exhibits; | | Weak and gene unable 
to do either good or harm; neither uſeful to. 
His friends, nor formidable to his eneinies; „ 
dependent upon ther, of whom he was once 
the protector; the ſurvivor of all his vigour? 
the ſhade of what he was; the relic of him- 


5 ſelf, and the ruin of a man; what 4 nothing. 


is he, who, in his old age, is no more than 
this! who, in this ſtate of partial annihilation,, 
is unennobled by his former ſelf. Such a 
one muſt ſurely feel his utter inſignificance, vo 
bis ſhadowyneſs and nullity, to an infinitely | 
painful degree. Filial offices may ſopport his 
infirmity; his bending body may find a ſtaff; 


but what ſhall prop the dejected pride of mal, 
bowed down by the ſenſe of his decaying ca- 
pacities, but the power of finding ſome fore | 
or other of paſt merit, upon that d of ne- 


mory, where the colours of former excellence, 


whatever it was, continue to ſtand; where 


the bloom of departed endowments, whatever 5 
they were, refuſes to fade. 7 
In whatever way any one has been able to 
ſignalize himſelf, the remembrance of the exs | 

cellence to which he attained, continues to 


ſuſtain his ſenſe of 1 when his infirmi- 
6. „„ d 
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& ally returning to paſt ſuperiotity for ſupport, 


when. if can find no more ſtay in preſent emi- 
nence. The aged ruftic, When the annual 
ſports of his village come round, is.contetited 


ties forbid him any longer” . to excel. The 
; Jroupini pride of declining nature is cbntinu⸗ 75 


to be but a ſpectator of thoſe feats of firength, 


or ſleights of art, for which, he has.to recol- 
ect, that he was once renowned, though he 


is now diſabled ; and in which he can recount, 


though he can no more renew, his triumphs. 
The hoary ſoldier, when no longer able to go 


out to battle, fights on by his fire ſide; and, 


as long as any one will liſten, to him, repeats 02S 


bis exploits, and “ flays the flain,” and wins 
over again the victories Which he and his 


_ comrades have won. The decayed artiſt con- . 5 
ſoles himſelf, under the idea that his hand has 
forgotten its cunning, when he remembers the 


monuments of it which he has produced. 


The retiring ſtateſman illumines the ſhades 
of privacy, and the glooms of age, with the 
recollected beams of his paſt political glory. 


And the writer, when able to-inftruR, or en- 


tertain the public no more, ſoothes the ſenſe . 
of His OT, = throwing back his 
thought. 
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1 5 71 be Confolations atiend, Wage - 
thought upon the pages, for which the ne. 4 
_ world is indebted to his penn 1 b 
At this ſeaſon of human life, e the. 
memory of former honour. is the food, noe A 4 
: which human. ſenſibility to it is reduced to . 5 | 
| ſubſiſt, poor is the ſuſtenance which he is able 
to procure for it, who has merely to remem- 1 
ber, that he was eloquent in the ſenate, 88 
1865 [- valiant i in the field; that he has written What 
al have read with. rapture, or painted what 5 
every eye has praiſed ; compared with. the 
richer food, which it is in his power to 1 
it, who can ſay, upon ſitting down after the 
action of life, . delivered the poor that 
cried, and the fatherleſs, and him that hack: 9 
none to help him. The bleſſing. of him that 3 3 
was ready to periſh came u pon me, 885 Icauſed __ 
the widow's heart to ſing for joy: or who, 
if his ſituation i in the world have not. permit- 
ted him to raiſe ſuch monuments of his vi- 
tue, is capable of faying. to himſelf, under. the 1 
| humiliating conſciouſneſs of decay, I have | 
- fought a good fight; 1 have reſiſted tempta- 
tion, and e over it; I have commu- 7 
nicated to my fellow. creatures all the benefit 
1 bave been e to e ; I have 
ES given © 
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preſent. with him {till, 


man be as, been, b t. he remains, , the 


mag wi hich, he. was. The ſcholar T8, 6 Y 
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for ever. Time has no tooth that 
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; -with Val cloſed he” | 
pPleaſures of the preſent ſtate are almoſt over; . 
9 the few that remain to him are embittered „ 
Fs _ weaknefles "and pains; his former "aſſociates 
ad friends have forſaken him” and fled ro 5 
|. "their graves; the eyes, that once bent upon 
dim the beats of affection, are for ever 
dloſed; of the faces that uſed to meet bim - 

7 mu ſmile, he can only trace the features, 
. ſees them forming in the faces of theit 
Fire; hie is left 4 ſolitary in the midſt at. 
pcecciety; aides" race riſes up to explode his 
„„ opinions, to deride his maxims, and ridicule 
Bis manners; his hoeren r ſhunned e 
3 his 1 18 conſidered 
23 damp upon Cavite convivality ; and up⸗ 
rt, ey youth is ready to hoot kim off the | 
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. nas no more reaſ 


—_ that be 3 is no \ long r a child. The 
5 man rejoices in that world. Which. is 5 
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2. kim; and ſo alſo may 
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C Such, and 0 e is the evening 
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- firſt: be drew the. breath . 
have wedded:; 
ere all his friends and relatives reſide. 
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haha, and ee the unruffled reaſon | 
of a rational creature, at a tit nen when his t un. 
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And, as the good man't kater comfort Ben 
the word of comfort; Which ſuch attendants 
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5. ſuſtain the ſpirit. of a.dying man. ok SA 
| titution moſt pitiable ! and com 5 
| in tl e company of W 2 - 
| allows Benet io > few 2 


| of foe, many a man, yr dd, who, 


| "4 ſurrounded. b. | his neareſt eee bn 


3 cant,. deen fax, i in all Take round c of natute, 


TT i there 18 another. ſcene. ſo full of ſa Neis 5 
= hold him forlorn, and Friendleſs, | in the ver : 
= centre of his connexions !, an exile. | 
EO home, in the boſom of his family. 8 
. chamber, whatever the number of i ” 3 
5 vpon his body that may be in, it, TS | 
1 N ear) ſolitude to his heart! Meni 1at ler vice os 
_ executes his will medical ſcience fels him 


Wo with a relenting eye;—Mercy, for- 
gets the offence of him, w. 20 
offend, and requites inhun 


| room ;. — 
tionately bufy, is not among the miniſters to his 


laſt neceſſities ;——Solicitude i is not to be ſeen, = 


fitting tenderly by his fide, exploring his la- 


tent wiſh, ſupplying his riſing want, ſupport=, 5 


ing his ſinking fortitude, providing a pillow 


for his uneaſy mind, laying an arm underneath, 


his anxious heart, or pouring a paſſionate 
prayer for the prolongation of his life, or for 
peace in his death. His heart is ſtabbed, While 
bis weakneſs is ſuſtained, While his pains are 


fountain, behold his vital current ſtop for 


ever, without ſorrow ; and they who follow; 
him to his grave, are "mourners, only in their 5 
garb. If any thing can give additional gloom b 


to the laſt moments of a en man, ae it 
is this eircumſtance. ” 


_ mitigated,” by attentions: which he Knows cao 7 


proceed, not from affection, but from for- To 
oiveneſs. Thoſe, of whoſe: blood: he is the. OS 


ae event, „ „ 


Fan no longer N 
Tal cruelty with 
human- kindneſs but Love is not in the + 

C ratitude, fondly officious, and affee- 5 
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136 th Conf ations attends 
de. is ſome conſolation to that love of dura 
4 tion in this world, Which is o 6 
being, believing, but not certainly knowing, 
that there is another, in the moment when | 
he is upon the point of diſappearing from man— 
kind; it is ſome conſolation to an evaneſcent 
creature, when juſt going to vaniſh; it ſooths, _ 
in ſome degree, the conſcious ſhadow as he: 
- flees, the humbled viſion as he flies away, to 
look at the tear that tells him, he has made 
an impreſſion in his paſſage, and that his me- 
mory ſhall not prove ſo fleet. His remem- 
brance, ſays one of Job's comforters, in re- 
counting the calamities of the wicked, ſhall © 
periſh from the earth, and he ſhall have no 
name in the ſtreet.” There is ſomething in 
this idea of e er this total eden 
from the earth, this mortality of remeni- 
blrance, as well us ceſſation of breath, which 
= finks the ſpirit of a man even lower than OW. 
grave. To be forgotten as ſoon as gone 
is it not enough to diſturb the aſhes of the 
dead? To be” remembered, when he is no 
more; to be ſometimes recalled to the memory 
of the living, when he is removed from their 
ſight ; to bes wiſhed alive again, by ſome . 
ba ſurvivors, when he 1 18 numbered with the 
dead; 


For » Sho!" to ab forgetlres a preps 
This {pleaſing anxious being c'er'teligh'd, 
th bee warm eee of the _— 


" Op ue: fond | breaſt Is nie foul e 
Some pious drops the cloſing eye requires; 3 Eg 
'Ev'n from the tomb the voice of Nature erte, 7 


Fon in our aſhes live * ant fires, TOS. 


"= who > ig in 1 the company « of thoſe 5 : 


wiſh him dead, muſt be conſidered as meeting 


death with its deepeſt ſhadows about. * and x7 | 
of his laſt moments, the pain and depreſſion 


are mitigated but in an imperfect degree, who 


18 attended; in. tbem, by thoſe who. think of 
his departure. with little more than indiffe- 

yes 
- who would prevent it if they. could; but who _ 
will forget it to-morrow. By ſuch, the ma- 
jority are attended in their concluding hours. 
The expiring man of pleaſure ſends, perhaps, 


rence: who. behold it with 2 mournful 


for the companion of his pleaſures. He com 


obedient to his call. He is ſorry to ſee him TY 
ur that ſituation ; be hopes he is not in ſo 


much danger as he apprehends; he teſtifies, 


and he feels, de err dit ide. 
. . EY . 
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loß⸗ loſing: FETUS nature: canngt part with at 


old aſſociate without a ſigh; as ſoon, how- ; 


ever, as he ſees him no more, he no more re- 
members him: he returns to his laughter 
with the living; nor is his mirth, amid the 
roar of the table, chaſtiſed; for a moment, by 
the image of him, who yeſterday ſhared it 
with him. He who. has paſt through life 


with decent r manners, with. ſober. order, and 1 
common good nature; whoſe native temper, : 


free from infalivity; has procured him no ene- 


mies; but whoſe negative and indolent good- 8 
neſs has given birth to no- glow | of eſteem, 
and no ardour of friendſhip | ; aſſembles round 


bim, when he is going to quit the world, 


ON 


his kinſmen and companions. They ſurround | 


him with a Took of ſorrow ; Confanguinity 1 | 
ſheds ſome tears; Intirnacy looks back upon 


the paſt with a tenderneſs till then unknown; 1 5 


| Humanity herſelf heaves ſome ſighs to ſee 4 : 
fellow creature paſſing away; ; Religion,” per- 5 
baps, throws a ſolemnity over the ſcene, and _ 


the penſive face of Repentance appears in the 


group: but no countenance is ſeen in the cir- 1 
cle, that tells the dying man, he ſhall not 


ſoon be forgotten: no cheek is wetted with 


the ſilent vouchers to a grief which, when 


promiſes him a, ting 


1 eee ee e, dobltantial 880 


thin falls: to the lot of him, in that moment g | 
when comfort is wanted moſt by all, whoſe 


eminent worth and ſingularly engaging qua- 


lities have prœgured for him the peculiarly ; 5 
lively affection, and animated eſteem of all 
with whom he is connected. More ſoothing 8 


ſolace is prepared for him, in that hour when 


he reſigns his ſpirit into the hands of him who 


gave it. By the kindeſt accents C on ſolation 


can pour into it, _ ear is ſaluted, in that- 
ity. He revives at the ſoft' 


moment of. ſole; mit 
whiſ pering of —_— as the fainting travel- 


ler is refreſhed by the gentle gales of Nature. 
And, althougb, when he looks around him 
upon the expreſſions of heart · felt anguiſh that. 


appear in every face; although, when he 


puts forth his hand to give, and to receive, 


the parting preſſure « of friendſhip, and feels a 
tear fall on it from every eye; though, Shows 
he liſtens to the ſuffocating ſob that burſts 


from the breaſt of broken-hearted Aliens, 5 
„„ i 


3 rs The: rene af bis g 
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life, or mp PRA "RE that Eee e 


his death; though theſe agonies of thoſe he 
eſteems and loves, give him a generous pain; 
- that pain is mitigated by the thought, that 
the ſorrow, which is now ſo violent, Will 
foo pews into no nora} homo 


Beuel ennie kite bes . that ne 
| ſhall not all die; that his warm "re ſhall live 
in the hearts of his friends, hen h is aſhes 
are cold; that his memory ſhall be prirved) 
when the worm is feeding on his duſt ; and 
that, how humble ſoever the ſtone that tells 
Where he lies, the worthy and the good, to 


whom his goodneſs and his worth were known, 5 


ſhall ſtrike their penſive boſon 


Ii and call their breaſt his burial place. 


Theſe ſocial ſupports are experienced, in a | 
peculiar degree, in the hour of death, by 
him, into whoſe power almighty Providence 
has put it, to perform numerous and fplendid 
offices of benevolence, to ſpread his wing 
over a wide ſpace,” and gather under the ſha- _ 
dow of his protection a multitude of objects. 
As ſuch a one lies upon the pillow of mortal 
en he ey to look not only * 1 
| the 


14 | 


1s as they paſs : 


oye beyond his chamber's. $i" „ 
round upon c cirele of mournets Wit. 
| ut chem; Ph beholds 5 neighbourbood in + 2 
of ars the general groan; that re- 
ceives 1 0 ert of his departure; he rehm | 
ſents the hearts that he has cauſed to 
ſuſpending their ſong, as his funeral proceſ- 
ſion paſſes by; he figures the orphan paying 
A grateful viſe to! his grave, and dropping a 
tear of filial ſorrow over the ſpot Where his 
father ſleeps. By the expectation of theſe 
honours that await his name, when he is no 
| more, his heart is warmed, in tlie cold mo- 
ment of mortality. And ſurely of all be 
honours the living can pay to the dead, theſte 
are they en e a che e =; a os e 14 6 0 
| ing man, — 1 
The pomp of 8 a to NG „ 
tomb, the pride of ſculptured memorial erect. 
cd over it, may excite the admiration of the 
ſpectator; but one honeſt tear in the eye of 
Aa ſingle ſurvivor, is infinitely more ornamen- ; + 
tal to the memory of the dead. The or- 
tion of the prieſt may be flattering, and the 2 
apt of 128 poet contain an elegant come . 8 
| | K „ Pliment, „ 


. 1 tho. dlent fz N. oftholinido ow:and _ 
the fatherleſs, f 18 abe wolb clquent-pavegyric | 
= i departed man. i 12 t iich e 1 8 
Such, then, is kbe; 


man and the upright, When he takes his 
- places : before 


leave of the world. Memo 7 
him the pleaſing picture of the paſt. Faitn 
ſtands beſide him like an angel of . 5 
and turns the ſhadow of death into mot DDE: 
Friendſhip hangs over him with all the be-(/ 


ace Latte per cer | £1 | 


_ mignity of a [miniſtering ſpirit ; while Grati- I, 


| tude, at diſtance, points to nee a tells 7 4 
him he ſhall, be there interred. 


Who is there here ſo e as e bot Me 1 


ighte- 


| exching let me die the death of the r 


ale and let ann laſkand he like bis“ 1 dann Fl 


ſecure to them, the comfort I have at- 


tempted to deſcribe, in that moment, which : 5 : 


| will Want all the comfort it 1s in their power N | 
to provide for it. 1 will not ſay to you, death = 3 
is a ſolemn, and a tremendous moment. You 


know it to be ſo: Vou feel that it is. 'Your 


pn imaginations paint it terrible. Vour bete 


tremble, and your pulſes flutter, to hear be 
word — By theſe ſenſations that 0 
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and /ſolerar calls of Aleaighty, God vil 
wo, while 1; ſtand here in bis. preſence, . — 
conjure you to prepare for your: laſt. hour, 8 = 4 
| a to, prepare for it in a proper manner, VVV 
devoting all the energies of your nature, bx 
dedicating, your days of ardour, to the ſervice ST 
of God and ſociety. A reformatic 1, however | 
real and radical,-accompliſhed late in life; or 
a few faint and languid acts of goodneſs, 
ſcattered over the courſe of it; will not be 
ſufficient to inſpire that peace at its cloſe, to 
Which I. have been calling your attention. 


However contented the heart of man may. be 8 : 


nc. HO oe. 2 


with the recollection of cold and ſcanty con- 1 

tributions to the happineſs of the creation, aa 
a foundation, either for ſelf-approbation, or for 5 „ 
the expectation of divine, in the midſt of a ful- 2 L 
neſs of animal joy; when the total reduction 5 5 
of all other delight renders the mind entirely, , „ 


dependant upon that which is derived from 
the remembrance of paſt virtue, and the 
proſpect of the rewards that await it . 
death; then, in thoſe moments of ſenſual 5 


famine and drought, when all other food is 
withered, and all other fountains are dried, 


Nature, to be ſatisfied, muſt find a plentiful | 
Proviſion 
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provision of We and rho a i eppes; 
1 Conſeience will want a ſeries of ſuch actions 85 
as ſhe. can approve, in order to content her 
. eye: : and Hope, whether ſhe look to a place, 
in the manſions of God, or in the memory Dy 
of man, will require a copious concurrence == 
and conjunction of ' generous actions, to form 
a ground ſufficiently firm for her feet. 
fincerely wiſh you all what, and what alone, ir 
will ſupply a mild and lunar light to the 
evening of your life, when all the gaudier 
| beams of day ſhall be gone; What. and onlx 
what, will irradiate the ſhadows of your dy- 
ing hour; the remembrance of ſuch an uni- = 
| form and connected career of virtuous con- 08 
* duct, as ſhall lay a foundation for the ſteady 1 
„ unheſitating hope of coming forth from 1 
your graves, at the call of Chriſt, to 9 55 
ing life, and of finding a monument, in this 
World, in that nobleſt of all mauſoleums, the 
ER boſom of the grateful and _ good. e 
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terms, Which, in cheie's iter ſenſe; fignify- | 
al merit; and to reſt the pretenſions 
| ſenſe and found e 1 
practice of piety and virtue. 

intelligence a | go Melly al 


with "oy to 


Are not, then, i 1 
are not ſapience and Pegs fre ö 


| ſeparate from each other? os 
cuſtomed in converſation to : 
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virtue no one will allow! 175 Do we not! ſome- 
times ſee, and ſigh to ſee, proficiency i in {ci-" 


ence, and progreſs in vice; penetration. of. 
underſtanding, and depravity of diſpoſition 3 ; 5 1 
| exhibited in the ſame perſon ?—And, on che. | 


other hand, are there not thoſe, whoſe good 


intentions are by all acknowledged, and by 


all applauded; yet Who, in conſequence! of 


605 


intellectual confuſion, are continually per- 


plexing and embarraſſing the virtuous buſi- 5 35 
neſs in which they engage? who look to a 
good end, but are bewildered in the ay? 


ks views recommend them to the re- | 


ſpect, while their e ne, them to 


the ſmiles, of mankind? . 


The truth of this 55 bot ot deſtroy Sk pro- : | 
priety of the terms, ſo frequently employed 


in the ſacred pages, to expreſs moral worth. 


For, a pay underſtanding: and virtue are 
„and ſeparable things; though pre- 
eminence in either by no means implies ſuper : \ 


riority in the other; though moral erninence 


may, and ſometimes does, eee, intel- 


ee 


o we not perceive a alindten, between . _ 
man, and a wiſe man! 5 Do we not meet py | 
With men, whoſe pretenſions to underſtand- _ 
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lei eterial things.. „„ 
In this moment 'of'iretiretri e 
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wh while temptation is away, and wh 8 
paſſion i is filent; I call upon him whoſe devias 
tion from faith is accompanied by departure 
from duty, I _ upon him in the ſact | 
name ef nd in the name of that | 
which re nders on 
pet t "at; his religious in 
Wrong a ; that his 
dupe of his ad that 
tho Lene when 10 Na » jodg a 
ee ee 
e chis ith 2 
n Dh” be | is od on eden of . 5 = 
works, to open wide that eye, W LY 
bably but half uncloſed, upon the evi | 
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endeavour to 'refll 


. magaziue of b pineſs 
gdiſeoveries | ete 


F.. Aach or ef nate 2 in - — A 
that ſtar which ſens but à Thining/ſad-in 
the robe of darkneſs, an inimebfe ball, à vaſt "mM 
globe of glory, ſuperior in dimenſions to _— 

upon Which He d wells; ſo che Viſtant f "5 
tator of that * ſphere of hotiour and hippitien - - 
which awaits the virtdous - hereafter,” nd - 
which, as it ſtatids 'unconfidered in His creed, MN 
ſezins but a Tpeck of light, affures Sake, 
by the alliance of th hat computat ton ard in- 
etegee With Which reaſon alles him te . 9 
firs 1 it, that it is àn örb f amazing extent, 
And While it is our wifdom, if s with te 
guard agafnift the defufive imprefions of pre-. 
ſent objects upon our Minds, in this Wanner e 
to exercife out ünnderſtanadtmg- in our forments 
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of retiretnent, in "otter to enlarge out views : a 
of the rewards that are promiſed to the righ- — 


1 death; ſo, if we would ſecure ths — 

efficacy of immortal obſeéts upon our Con- | 
duct, we cult exerciſe dür imagination tog 
render Fielknt, what, realen ſhall "have thus EE 
„„ rendered „ 
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tion of things will produeg upon ug z try 


that pitch of deſire, which is neceſſar 


JJV 
| ſelves; the effect which the inal, conſumma- £4 


to 
anticipate,the ſenſe e hall gertainly } ave of 


the importance of. the divine favour, when. 


we-ſhall hear the trumpet that convenes man - 


kind when we ſhall behold the aſſembly f 
nations, the convocation of ag ages; and the con- 


vulſions of Nature] Ve muſt call up 7 + 
ſcene before us; leap the diſtarice at which! i. 


ſtands, and bting it cloſe to the door. 5 
Theſe repreſentations of the grandeur, and 


e Da of the preſence, of the final ben 


neſs of the juſt, will giye it to make upon us the - 


impreſſion of a preſent object; cauſe. it to > ſwell 


to its true ſize, ſo as to excite in our breaſts. 
prompt the purſuit, of it, By the frequent 
repetition of theſe impreſſions upon our hearts, 
in the hour of retirement and reflection, we . 
ſhall fix them there at len gth, and retain them 
in the midſt of the world. We ſhall then. - 
behold the things of i it with that regard Which 
is alone their dug. We ſhall ſurvey them 
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| will 11 ſuffer, as they ought, - in the cones f IO 
with eternal objects, and ſink to ou Pompey. 1 


rank in our eſtimation. 


I fincerely wiſh we. may all a ale + 5 
methods of promoting our. moral ſecuritj ; ; 
and may the Almighty crown with his bleſſing 
all our endeavours to promote our improve- 
ment in piety and virtue, and enable us to 
exhibit to all around us an example of that 
fear of God, which is the wiſdom of man, 
and that departure, from evil, which is the 
moſt valuable of all _ as on: the under. 


ſanding. Amen, 
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woman enters, with. a b 
r hand of a peculiarly coſtl | 
kind. dhe breaks the box, and 
his head, which was the method, as moſt 

ou well know, by which the Jews were 
accuſtomed to expreſs their reſpect for their 
gueſts. This woman, whoſe name was Mar) 
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f a very amiable ch 


xd. She bad li 


\ UR Saviour was, now. fitting i in a hout 


ay lived in habits of inti- 


at- 


urs it upon 
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| tentively to his diſcourſes; ſhe had genie 0 5 1 
5 from them A fincere conviction of his divine © | 
1 commiſſion, and a ſeriqus ſs ie concern=_ 4 

ing dhe fat fett of Her Wind 
5 objetts of Gur \$aviour's peeylidtt eſteem and . 


Ob iga- 5 


5 friendſhip; and was unger; particular! e 
tions to him, upon account of his having 
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Stie Was an 


reſtored her brother to life, after his inter- 


ment. Full of reverence and gratitude, . 
embraces this opportunity, and this mode, of 
expreſſing the ſentiments that poſſeſſed her 


heart. Among the ſpectators of this ating, 15 


there were a who diſcovered, indignation ' 
at the idea of waſting , what, if it had been 


ſold, might have ſupplied the wants J 35 | 
3: 4 


many poor. Our Lord penetrating che iT 
ceſſes of her foul, and ſceing there the moſt. 
» ſincere affection for him, 11 5 the moſt 1 inge: 


1 „ by 


nuous defi re to do him all the honour i in her 75 


power, undertakes her defence. . Let He, 7 
alone; trouble her not; ſhe has yell don 1 3 
| ye have the poor always with you, but me 


BS bave not always; W 8 ſhall not be long. with 
vou, grudge me not this little refreſiment 


and telßect, while I am. There i is proviſion 

enough left for the poor; and ye may attenc . 

to 1 neceſſities, when 1 ſhall be © out t of the 
8 e reach 
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1 upde e der beſt Ye Ser, e She believes „ 
we to be the ſon of God; "the 2 „„ 
kind the ſaviour of ſinners. She is willing 5 
to ſhew me all the dees TOY heed power; - 2 
uring fn Mt in the wolld. it ec * 
ointment, it is true, is of no real import e 
to mei The Pf def ir dle loſe! — 1 
by the poor, than the honour of it is needed ©? 
by me: but ſhe, that hath poured it oq˖jũẽỹẽU: 
me, acts from the moſt ede eee „ 
principle. She feels for the poor as m,ẽjH —— - 2 
compaſſion as any of you can pretend to; but 
the poor have not bidden her be of good cheer, 
for that her ſins are forgivem her the poοjꝶjẽ&! 
have not taught her to believe that the Hall! 
riſe again; the; poor have not reſtored her 1 
departed relative to her arms; the poor ee [ 1,8 
not the authors of that faith and hope, that 
religious pe ace, and that domeſtic joy, which — al 
now reign” in her breaſt,” To the friend f 
her family, and the cord 'of her: ſoul, LS. 
ſhe is willing to make ſome return. This is W 
the only return. ſhe can make. She cannot 
render me any effential ſervices. Sie is por 9 
in power ſhe feels, [ſhe is poor even in 3 
thanks; the: cannot utter half of what is . 
ee to oe MG ber 1 
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|  pearance, of extravagance, and hr" may; age 


| bi. lt Hal ſhare, the, imm. 


fections which. ariſe out of limite: 


hi "Eos duk the aaa the. ulds - 
WEE am pleaſed. with this expreſſion of her 

itude and love. e 1 derive 29 
8 u it, andi th gh ſome a FR 


companꝝ it, yet ſee in it a e ene 


0 2 meaning, that wins my am 


and for this honeſt act of bers, hes 
a wy . W 


religins.” e | 
She hath. Ss NE he PREY 5 "The 


ſentiment of this paſſage is briefly this; ſin- 


cerity is every thing; compenſates for every; 


defect: con ſecrates every action; is the eſ- 
ſence ot all Os and * ene of * 


23 PRI in the ods 8 18 an 


CS PO I to conſider. this as the principle, 
upon which: the divine eſtimation. and accepts. 
ance of alli human ſervices: proceeds. From. 
theſe words of our Saviour Ededuce, and ſhalt 


endeavour to illuſtrate, this general bropoe 


5 tion, that the Judge of the whole earth apr. 
proves and rewards alb the ſincere and welle 
meant offerings of mankind to God and ſo- 5 


ciety, however accompanied with the imper- 
te Power, 
unavoidable 
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woichble ignopange, or -t 
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5 human, nature. 9 


from Want of po 


n e l 


a tpn, al the diving fatisfa 


There we. thoſe 5 poſſelz diſingy hed 
e moral, ie vide to, 
elevated flntion, w dich gives to 8000 8 
a, peculiar efficacy, and exhibits. it to 2. wiger 
circle. Opulenes puts it, iato, their power to, 
2 inſtruction for indigent ignoxance. 
be feſpect with which they, are locked up 
| „ the rural neighbourhood where, they re · 


N 


them upon their dep 
them with more than common Weight. Their 
power of reward enables them to engqu rage. 
good living-and d lecen manners argund them; * 
to lad, the villager to virtue, and put the. 
ruſtia into the path, to, heaven, While others 

poſſeſz thoks eloquent lips, or that eloquent. 


Pen, 10K Ah. Which the. cauſe. of rectitude is 
: . powerfully | 


e moral baue / 
which, 3 in its Nate fats, 30G; Jnſcgarable, 


_ » Fir>, That AA GAP in the Get vices Which 5 
we render to God and ſociety, which ſprings 

Fer and opportunity, if We 
diligently 1 | IMPLove what We have, Will Hocar 5 


4 - N 
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ſide, cauſes the moral. advice, that drops. from, 
ents, to ſink into 


. 


yy They habe done What they could.“ 
babe panted in ſecret for the üben of truth 
and virtpe in the world; they have lent can 
all the afſiſtance it was in their power to lend 

8 them; - and the "Almighty Frietid of truth and” 
virtue ſhall finally : approve then” as s much as 
if they had done eee 8 
Many can do much for ankind in "the | 
- ſphere of ſecular charity. They Gan endow- 
hoſpitals; they can give bread to multitudes ;: 1 
they can patronize genius ; they can ſpread 

4 - 6" ſhadow of a broad protection; they e: can 
ſcatter bleſſings over an extenſive ſpace. . Some 


ſhedding ſuch” beneficial "influence! en - 
Dhey 


4x - 
1 * N 


are capable c of guiding the wheels of govern-- 
ment with Willem "Ok" improving uſeful 


their 


5 "vin thy. ja Those hs! pe | 
theſe opportunities, mall have their ewa 5 

but not a greater than theirs, Who, ; anirnat6d £2 5 5 
by an equal f regard for the mofa! welfare of - 


- mankind, are prebeted, by ineapäcity, from 


arts; ; of making important diſcoveries; 3 "bf; : 
Writing viable! books. If ſuch perſons exert 6. 3 
ſuch faculties, - embrace ſuch opportunities, 15 
from a pure principle of public ſpirit, they. 
ſhall inherit the immortal favour of Almighty: 
God: but an "OO portions. of i it TOR fall to 


5 wh; ed with N 8 a 


büt not fayöurél with equal powers of ex. : 


prefling it, h ave been able fo beſtow: upon 


the neceſſities of ſociety, n nothing but their 
ho have 
given to Miſery, only that tcl ch was! 
 torians, the gratitude of a ages, the anhalt 15 
of 1 ls denied them 15, bur their caries, 


| withes,, and their prayers 500 and 5 


all they had to give it. The applauſe of 


r 


kind.” 3 4 They "hive ene what 1 55 Vin 5 


x They would e done more, had Heaven 


enabled them! to do it. It was ih h their hearts to 


1 


were bound. The poor, and che be i man, 


Whoſe benevolence has' no ſplendid donatives' x 


to drop around 1 it; whoſe name is not known; 
where the ſpire of his village is not ſeen; yer 


whom every inhabitant of it honeſtly loves, 15 


for his Kind behaviour to all about. him; 0 
who delights to ſee all around: him happy”; 4 


Who endedvours to make them ſo as muell 


a8 he can, by all the little attentions that lie 


in his power; who performs brety office of - 

bumble humanity ; and courteſy, to which bis | 

ri abilities extend ; e rakes Paius co : 
e 
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huſh ihe monſter of bis ede ya 


1 peace; to a portion. of whoſe ſcanty pittancs, 5 
| 35 Want is welcome ;. who, under his on 1 
roof, diſcharges every relative duty; bs 


humble, figure, in the vale of life, affords a 
ſufficient proof, that, were opulence and | 
power his lot, he would be the father of his 


Fs little, but it is her little all—Eliſha, the = 


his uſe; in the furniture, and in the ſitua . ; 1 
tion of which, ſhe, at once, conſulted the 
. Gmplicity of his taſte, and the ſecreſy of his 


devotion. 
came when he ag and whey. he ola 5 
he i 
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fits by the fide: of Affliction and „ | 


ports the head of fickneſs with a patient 
hand; rocks the cradle of declining age; and 
watches over the morals of careleſs Chid- 1 
hood; he, who makes this amiable, thous h 


country; the protector of innocence ; the : pay : 

tron of merit; the encourager of arts, e 
„ This widow,” faid our Saviour, 75 hath, = 
thrown in more than all the reſt ;” it is but 


prophet of God, was entertained by a woman, 
of conſiderable property and rank. She treated 
him with uncommon hoſpitality ; ſhe afforded 

him every accommodation, in her houſe which _ 
he wanted; ſhe built an apartment ſolely for — 


Her houſe was his home. He 


- 


— 


ws em way. = hat he wiſhed TY a T0 


dad; ana all Ves Beſtowed with the wtitiolt 5 5 
reſpect and the niceſt Gelieuey..” Tue fon of © 
Sleek ds [Henk Amt TY The» Ulle 
prays to, God for his reftorition: His prayer ; 
heard: Her fon ves. The pri a 


of 


"pred 

this man f God voice folicited'% poor Wound 1 

for dnn à cup of cold water. Even of that SM 
ad bt He, but a part of that Lttle Me 

fi. - Her 0 allo dies. * 1 
Prayer is Allo beard. "Upon oh abba, 2 
thoug h its gift was 1, an equal recompence 1 5 1 
Kaen by Heben. —Maty, full of a. 
[ Sion for her Saviour, pours over Him 4 ET 
quantity of expetifive. ointnent. She e 4 
not perform any ithportatit office of fri end. . 0 
ſhip for Hitn. "Gs could not turn away from [ 
hitn ab his religion the tide of vulgar | pre- 1 
ce. It was not in Her power to protect = 
from poplar clamour ai 0 cruelty. She 
was hot able to pull ove thorn but {> the 
crown, that was Toon to be put upon Bis 
tetnples z vr to extract a Hingle nail from thoſe i 
hands and feet, that were ſhortly to be * 
pag hs 2 eroſs. But What the —_ 


GS - 


ſhe gid, £ rae her apex for her | 
Ee. „ ; "Ta | 


. 885 rs = ip 3 15 pi ae, N 
as if ſhe had rendered ene We ſubſtan- 
tial and ſplendid 4 ſervice. .: e aa. 


Secondly, The Jud Ige of 50 we earc "fed 5 )e Ee : 
lows by the ſpirit. of theſe. words of our Saviour 


which, we are conſidering, will accept the erra . 
E778 and miſtaktn ſervices of his boneſt; and 


 vell-diſppſedferyants. Myltitudes, in different: 

parts of the world, vnacquainted with, that 
religion Which enables us to entertain juſt 0 
conceptions | of God and of duty, have. fallen - 


into religious and moral  miſtakes,.. Bu #2 


although. that Being, who | has been; declared . 
unto us, they have. ignorantly worſhipped ; 


$6 44M 


although. their contracted conceptions, may 5 . 


bave confined t to images, and to temples, that 
Preſence which fills all ſpace, and is not f far 


from any ot one of 1 us; and thou gh their ſyſtems, of : 
moral practice may have been 1 in ſome reſpects 265 


erroneous; yet, if they have been careful to 
obey thoſe clear and ſimple elements of mas, 


| rality, which the finger of. Conſcience has fas” Dy 
ſcribed 1 upon every human heart; if they have ; 
endeavoured, to know. all they could. concern · 10 
ing their. duties, and been Agent, to d „ fo 5 
7 EE „„ „ 


8 * bf 


. not refuſe them h 1 e oof 
have not 2 to the foot ſtool of his 
| throbe. the correct conceptions of rational 
piety, or to the. ſhrine of ſociety, the eue, 
offerings of enlightened benevolence... 5 
There are certain general princi iges, hoe re- 
| Jigion, equity, veracity, and humanity, which | 
are plain and obvious to all mankind; but 
different nations have differed 1; in their appli- | 
cation of theſe general ſentim ents to particu- 
lar. caſes ; and have entertained more or lefs - 
enlarg ed ideas of their extent. But ſo. far as 
the =_— of any has been conſiſtent, with 
their honeſt perceptions « of moral propriety, 5 
they have found acceptance in the fight, of. 
God. Many Coltomes which to us appear in 
arous and inhuman, 
hos ee e i the politeſt heathen. nations. 
If the legiſlators, who gave. them their ſanc- 


were juſtified in giving it them: nor will any 
among the multitude, whos | complied. with 
them, from that blind obedience to the cuſ- 
tom of their country, and the authority of 
| their ſuperiors, above which it is 1 in che 
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tion, were convinced of their; utility, they 5 
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| Judge of all en, Ir, i * 
wegen the dhe of mat 
Conſcience, whoſe words are He beats 0 Ut 


end of the world. 


, 45 1 as any mn e Wife, thit he be 
came from God.—Ariftode, uneddtated M 
our ſch601, told his Witowels, that forgivenchs = 
* injuries was the mark of a mean Ipift: t 
was the Yeſſon of Frailty; it was the Precip : 
of pride; pet ſhall ns honeſt Greth: I 
was juſt ad generous in his general ier 4 


courſe with ſoifety ; hs wk kid td his 


rdlatives ; courteous to his Hlghbouts'; of. 


pitable to ſtrangers ; faithful to bis friefifs 8 


ateful to His benefactors; be N 
Wen he appears before the Hor of gin, = 
becauſt He happetted tot to be among His 
hearers upon the mount, of among the One. | 

_ bf that ſermon, in which bene 
tended to enemies. Whatever bakktity ber ; 

take yourſelves, your friends, your Family; or 
Four country, you think reſignation! to Pro- 
Aleges, and the PURefliGh of your fol n 
4 55 patience, 


* 
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= 160 EO duty 3 and ſon loubts / 
edly it. is; and bleſſed be God for: that bock : 
vhich tells us ſo: Cato, unenlighten d-by © 


that- religion which throws its light upon 5 

your path; the inhabitant Raby 23 country in 

which patriotiſm was all in all; when be © 
could ſerve his country no longer, When he 

ſaw its term of freedom out, thought it . 
unworthy of a citizen of Rome to ſurvive 

her ; and ſaw no farther occafion-for him, in 5 

a world that ſeemed to have been made for 5 
Cæſar: yet, though he fell upon the point 

of his ſword, no one, I am perſuaded, who is : 


acquainted with his character, and with the 

' ſpirit of the Goſpel, will doubt of ſeeing that 

great and good man in heaven. When your | 

friend ſickens unto death, when your parent 757 
declines to the dregs of life, you think it 14:8 
right, and with reaſon-you think ſo, to at- 
tend him to his laſt, gaſp. The Tartar car- 
ries out the victim of decay, or of incurable ___ 
diſeaſe, to an hut erected for him in ſome ſo- 
litary ſituation, and leaves him to periſh there 
from an idea, that domeſtic: -attenidange, and 

medical aſſiſtance, only ſerve to prolong the 

period of pain, and to lengthen a life that is 

no longer a bleſſing. Vet if he do this from - - 

i OY Q - 1 ſuch 


- 


of this: + his Gab evt Slew off Ach his” 
favour of God; ſhall ſhut him out from . 
city, which He has erected, for the final ns. | 
ception, and immortal reſidence of the jt „„ 
The Indian enters his pagoda, and adores an 
inſenſate image; he has never heard of Fg 
God whom we aſſemble to worſhip ; but, if 
this be his only fault, the God we no 
uy morons i his homage as well as our s. 
In our own country there are thoſe, as . 
all there have been, who publiſh ſpeculative 
opinions, upon religious, or moral, or politi- 
cal topics, which we may think to be wide 
of truth, and to be pregnant with miſchief; ' 
but whatever errors any may endeavour: to 
propagate, if truth be the object of their pur» 
ſuit, though that they may fail to find, they 
will not have ſought in vain for the favour of 
God. Many of our fellow-chriſtians may ap- 
pear to us to have fallen into practical miſ- 
takes, which we may conceive to be eithet 
directly injurious, or not ſo friendly to te 
Intereſts of religion and virtue, as the modes 
of piety and of morality which we may have 


"om There are * among us who _ 
HM r mY worſhip : 


* 


N ny, with 


forms and a mi 


duty to abſtain from certain amuſernents and 
pleaſures, Which we may conſider not only 


as innocent, but as tending to recommend 
religion to youth, and remove the prejadies __ 
of infidelity againſt it. Perhaps we are right; 
perhaps they are wrong ; but if they be as 
honeſt, they are as acceptable, as we, inthe 
fight of Heaven No man ſhall ever loſe the 

3 ſmile of eeleſtial approbation; merely for waut 


of ſucceſs in his honeſt ſearch after truth. 


Nor, let me add, ſhall any of thoſe, who, 

in conſequence of defective capacity for th 
conduct of bufineſs, frequently impede the 
benevolent undertakings, in which diſin- 


tereſted benevolence leads them to embark, 


IS "gt 


7 words: 9 ate theſe ho compats his altar 
; with multiplicity of W with magnificence 
of berem pomp of tapers; and with 
cloud of iadnfg g- wo think that ſimpler 
yore ſober⸗ fuited derotiom are td 
be preferred: multitudes imagine it to be tllein 
duty to attend upon public worſhip; if polſi- 
ble, every day in the week; it is our opinion, 
perhaps, that it is with more propriety con- 
fined to one: many fuppoſe it a part of their 


0 the leſs: "T__ <4 by the righteous Reader 


8 


of ever i . vein een 5 5 
er to their generoſity. They have done 
what they could. Though not eminently 5 
e members of ſociety, they areacceptable- 
ſervants of God; if not diſtinguiſhed bleſſings, 5 
they are honeſt friends to mankind, and 1 . 
Father of mankind is theirs. Dorking. - 
This exculpation of 4 Ignorance, . is 


to be confined to that which is involuntary 


and unavoidable. He, who without beidg 
either honeſt, ſober, induſtrious, or humane, 
hopes to be ſaved by an idle faith, is not ig- 
norant, but deceitful. He does not ſeriouſly. 
think as he ſays; he ſhuts his eye, and will, 
not ſee the truth which ſands before him. 


And, although ſome ſpiritual guides have, | 


held out their hands to lead him into this 
path of ſelf-deception, yet it is not in the 
power of all the pulpits in Chriſtendom, to 
drown that voice of God within een 
preaches juſtice and mercy to mankinßt. 
Thirdly, Thoſe imperfections in our conduct 5 
Which ariſe out of the moral frailties inſepara- 
ble from human nature, in the preſent ſtage 

of its progreſs, will not ſhut out any from 
the divine acceptance, who diligently im- 


prove the Wann hey polls. There is a 
cer tain 


» 


W 


Sete egtee of moral exce 
which human nature, in its preſent ſtate, 
not able to paſs. Perfection is a wor 1 


which we often make uſe; it isa word which 


the Seriptures alſo frequently employ; but, 


| whenever it occurs, it is to be underſtood 
only in a comparative ſenſe. Abſolute per- 


fection is entirely out of our reach. We may 
walk; we may run; but we cannot fly. 


Do what we will, pray as often as we WO 


| meditate as frequently, ſtrugg gle as hard, be 
as watchful over ourſelves as we can, we 


ſhall, every now and then, either think ſome- 


thing, or feel ſomething, or ſay ſomething, 


or do ſomething, that will remind us we are 


duſt, and fill us with ſorrow and ſhame, But 
though this be the character of our nature, 
religious melancholy has no buſineſs in our 
boſom.” God Almighty is merciful and Juſt; 


he knoweth our frame, and does not expect 


more from us than we are able to pay him. 


Vet let us not carry our ideas of divine 
mercy and human frailty to that dangerbus 
extremity, to which ſome have ſtretehed 
them. Let us not ſeparate grace from juſ- | 


tice; ſuppoſe that weakneſs will juſtify in- 
: dolence; or ſuffer our knowledge that we 


0 3 8 cannot | 


- 


FX 


: * nt WY much, to . ry at, im: „ 
SBination that we can do nothing. That man 
is a creature, ſurrounded by tem Wee 
he poſſeſſes not the power to reſiſt, that he 
has paſſions within him which are not o 
be governed by him, and that, however 
clearly, in his cloſet, he may peroeiye botb 
the intrinſic propriety: of virtue, and the pru- 
dence of them that practiſe it, yet that, When 
he quits the cool ſhade of retirement, and 
comes into the world, it is not in the power. 
of either conſeienee or faith to break the 
ſpells, and diſſolve the enchantment of the 
riches and honours and pleaſures of the 
world; this is the language of thoſe, Who, 
along with morality, renounce religion. Whi 4 
many of the profeſſors of religion indulge 4 
romantic notion, that ſupernatural ee 
is neceſſary to produce their reformation. 
They cannot, they contend, enter upon vir- 
tuous courſes, until they are called by God. 
Calls of what other kind than thoſe they are 
continually receiving, da they expect to re- 
ceive? Are nat the calls af God perpetually | 
in their ear? He ſpeaketh once, yea twice, 
but they regard him not.“ What is every 
conviction excites in their minds, boa what» 
eve 


he folly;/or of the de- 


ever ; ite urnſt⸗ nee; of 


| a of virtue; what is every zeſpiring 


ctitude that paſſes before their 
eyes; in is every fit of ſiekneſs that cauſen 


their earthly tabernacle to to ter, and warns 
them to provide themſelves an eternal tene- 
ment; What is eve 


5 ſortnity of vice, of the comelinefs, or of che 


ery mouruful memento of 
mortality that moves along the ſtreet, while 


they are walking in it; what is every in- 


ſtance of rewarded virtue and corrected vice, 
which human life exhibits to their view 51 
what is every painful conſequence of their 
own miſconduct, which themſelves haue ex- 
perienced, in their property, or in their re- 
putation, or in their health, or in their mental 
ſenſations; what is every proof preſented to 


them by paſt, or by preſent times, of the ne- 


ceſſity of mutual * _ an to tl 


voices of God, inviting man to virtue? It is! 


needlefs to ſay much upon this ſubject. There 


is in every man's breaſt a conſciouſneſs, which 


it is not in the power of his ſophiſtry to ſtifle, 


that he can do well, if he will, without any 


other ſort of aſſiſtance from the Author of 


but 3 "alle to. oa; vs; ae various 


| good, en what: has: Hens a. to + lo | 
ever ſince he was | t mon what: md | 
ry day of his life. 8710 ee 
To the man of Pe, ak al the weld 
"ow without entering into any theological 
theories, careleſsly and thoughtleſsly aſſerts, 
it is not in the power of man to act a virtu⸗ 
obs part, I would beg leave to ſay, if ſuch an 
ene were within theſe walls, that, ſcarce :as; 
good men are ſaid to be, there is a ſufficient + 
number of ſurrounding inſtances, to convince | 
him, that it is poſſible for him, if he choſe to 
make the trial, to acquire ſuch a degree of 
virtuous ſettlement and ſecurity, as to be ſu - 
Perior to all the ordinary temptations of hu- 
man life; to eſtabliſh in his breaſt ſuch a 
prevailing influence of virtuous principles, as 
that the majority of his thoughts and words 
and actions, though not all, ſhall be ſuch as 
| himſelf and his celeſtial Judge can approve. 
So much man ean do; and he who has done 
this, may have confidence towards the God 
and Father of Jeſus Chriſt. His imperfec- 
tions he may have; imperfections he muſt 
have; but theſe are forgiven in e bath | 
done what he could, 175 | 
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0 har 155 been Kad 1 will a willing Y 
| tuo or three practical inference. 
I. We learn from this ſubject Ds man- 


ner, in which it becomes us to regard the 


| 83 of our fellow · creatures to ſerve us. 
Do any diſcover a benevolent or a grateful | 


N towards us? Although they may not 


be able to render us important ſervices, or to 


make any valuable returns to us for the favours 
they have received from us, let us conſider 


them as doing all thgy can, and love and 
eſteem. them as Cee as if W Bad done 


0 W 1 more h hw n F 


us harm, where they meant to do us good? 


It is no uncommon caſe: let us look upon 


ſueh with the ſame eye, with which the God 
of heaven looks upon them that injure bis 


cauſe, the cauſe of truth, of virtue, and of N 


ae by fincere, but injudicious endeavours 


to ſerve it. Let the reflection upon What 
they meant to do, ſuppreſs the reſentment 


excited by what they have done. Let not 


their miſtakes conceal their intentions. Let - 


not our vexation extinguiſh our oratitude, 54 
II. This ſubject holds out ample encou- 
W to all to enter upon a courſe of 

virtuous 


hy 1 


7 
5 


9 0 
t : ) N * 
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as 
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virtuous chnduct. T * nba * virtue are 
not confined to men of genius, er learning; 
or power, er opulence; to them that think 
accurately right, or to them that actually o 
2 great deal of good in the world. This is 
the lot of only a few. But all men can mean | 
well, into whatever miſtakes they may fall. 
All men can learn to wiſh the good of others, 
though they may be able to do but little to pro- 
mote it. All men can give what they have td 
give; and, bleſſed be God, all men have ſome- 
thing to give; if not property, if not patren- 
age, if not protection, if not knowledge, yet 
comfort and condolence to the afflicted,” and 
oongratulation to the happy, and a thouſand 


kitle nameleſs attentions and diminutive kind- 5 


neſſes, which ſerve to exereiſe and to expreſs a 
benevolent temper as much, and which col- 
lectively conſidered produce a larger ſum 1 
human happineſs, than ſingle ſervices: that 
make a more ſplendid fre by themſelves. 
The omniſeient Jails ſearches the heart; 


and when all mankind ſhall ftand before him 8 


m the laſt day, it will not be enquired, what 
they have actually done, but what they did 
from right motives, and what they would 


have done had it been in their power, We 
| have * 


1 ee apacities. 2 
have all, therefore, whether | high! or or” 1 low; 
whether rich or: poor, powerful or weak, u- 
nined or ignorant, equal encouragement, 1+ 
ar as relates to divine acceptance, to culti- 
vate a virtuous temper, though not equal on 
portunities of expreſling it at preſent. 
And, with reſpect to the pleaſure of ex- 1 
preſſing virtue, which thoſe, who poſſeſs it, 
confider as a large part of its reward, we have 
reaſon to hope, Ut; if in this world we be 
diligent to cheriſh the ſpirit of benevolence, 8 
and to exerciſe it in every way which Provi- 
dence points out to us, we ſhall be introduced, | 
ina ſucceeding ſtate of exiſtence, to a more 
extenſive ſphere of ſocial ſervice. Upon nim, 
whoſe preſent heaven it is to promote happi- 
neſs, however ſmall a portion of the power +< 74 
to do it may be now allotted -him, 4s n 
as his heart can hold of that generous beati- — 
tude, ſhall probably be beſtowed abo re. 
III. This ſubject ſuggeſts conſolation a 
thoſe who have failed- in their endeavours to 
do good. The father's heart will bleed „when, 
| after all the anxieties and labours of virtuous 
tuition, he finds the child of his prayers, the 
prey of evil companions, and the victim of 
nee o vice. The benefactor will 
| grieve, 


55 | 8 ieve, > 9 chi e fall of thoſe | 
whom he wiſhes to befriend, it is not in his 
power to ſerve them ; ; when he finds all his 


pecuniary aſſiſtance, and all his ſober coun- 


| ſels, thrown away upon an indolence, which . 
nothing can excite to induſtry, and an indif< _ 
eretion, which nothing can reclaim to pru- 


dence. He, who engages in the ſervice of 


his country, will nch when his generous 


efforts are in vain; when he finds himſelf 
croſſed by the malevolence of the wicked, or 


: the miſtaken, ſentiments and incorrigible pre- 


judices of the weak; when he fits down after | 
the fervent, but ineffectual ſtruggle, he will 


feel the heart-fall of a noble depreſſion. : - 


Such, however, after that temporary indul- 
gence to this generous dejection, into which, 
for a while, they muſt of neceſſity fink, have 
to. conſole themſelves with the ſoul-cheering 
thought, that they have done what they 
could; that Heaven ſees their ſincerity, 


though, in this inſtance, it does not want their 


ſervice. Their repulſion in the purſuit of 


| good, is no proof that the author of it rejects 
their allegiance to its cauſe; or that he does 
not honour and approve them quite as much 


as others, whom he employs as his inſtru- 
. ments, 


ments in ee g 8 5 to 1 Divine — 
tice ſhall reward. their worth, though divine 
5 can accompliſh its ends without 7 OY 
Let every good and generous, ; 1 
wal and indigent, man rejoice to think, that, | 
| though his breaſt can only heave with bene 
volent wiſhes; though, hut. up in a narrow. 5 
x ſphere of utility, he can only ſee; without 
removing, the evils of human life; though 
his arm cannot protect the oppreſt, or his ex- 
ample reform the age, or his eloquence ſway 
the ſenate, or his pen put prejudice and error to 
5 flight; yet let him rejoice to reflect, that, as he. 
has done all he could, He that ſees his heart, 
who is witneſs to its ſeoret wiſhes, and counts 
its benevolent throbs, will confider as done all 
that he defired to do; that, in a future ſtate, | 
he will probably. enable him to do more; and 
that, in the mean time, Providence will ac- 
compliſh- the wiſeſt ends by means of all that | 
happens in the world, and deduce final ao 15 
out of preſent evil. 9 £ _ 
IV. Let us look round with love and re- 
ſpect u pon all honeſt and good men, however 
confined in their ſphere of utility. There is 
nothing. contemptible i in natural imperfection. 


TREK: who do all they « can are 3 , 
God; 


* 
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God: 11 us apo! them too. God does 
not deſpiſe the poor, the ighorant, the weak} Ay 
let not us deſpiſe them. 
V. Let us rejoice to believe, that there i is 
more benevolence than appears in the world. 
Wie muſt not imagine, that all the charity of - 
the human race is compriſed in the munifi- 
cence that excites our admiration. We muſt 
not eſtimate the number of the benevolent, 5 


by counting the benefactors that paſs before 


us. There is much philanthropy among man- : 
kind, of which no mention is made by fame. 


There is Goodneſs that ſits in the ſhade, with 


out being heard or ſeen ; that hopes and fears, = 


that weeps and wiſhes, that rejoices , and 
mourns, in filence and'in ſecrecy. There is 
Kindneſs whoſe glow is rich, but whoſe gifts 
are ſcanty. The poor have many fathers chat 5 
Cannot feed them, that muſt content them - 


ſelves with a father's feelings, witholt b 
able to put bread into their mouth; the op- 


preſt have many more friends than helpers; 


and the ſighing of the priſoner i is pitied by 


thouſands that cannot throw open his priſon 
doors. Opulent and powerful benevolence is 


à conſpicuous object; it ſtands upon an hill; 


it A to the public eye; but * ſee not 
the 


* 


—— 


the generous te ; that fall Sys you 5 
not the generous ſig 
x who cau only wiſh: to wipe the faces that are 

wet around hi 
heart, to whom fortune bas been niggard of 
her gifts; 1 


your eyes, and only known to the heart that 


holds it. Let us give mankind credit. for the 


virtue which! we cannot ſee ; and conſole our 
ſelyes, amidſt the ſcantineſs of viſible virtue, 


with the belief, that there is. more worth. in 


the world than we are witneſſes o. 


VI. Let us conſider, that though God re- 


duires no more of any, than to do all they 
can, that thus much he requires of all; and, 
therefore, that more is expected from us, as 


Chtiſtians, than from others. Where little is 
given, little is required; where much is given, 


me is required. More than others we can 
do; more than others we mut. Our religion 
calls upon us to cultivate no confined, and local, 


but the moſt. enlarged and unbounded bene- 
volence; not the geographical philanthropy 8 


of Greece and Rome, but the grand and ce- 


leſtial goodneſs which compaſſes the univerſe. 


It is our part, not only to dare to die, when 


duty calls us, but to dare to live till then, 


* . how 


h that aſcends from him, 
You bchold not the liberal 


ligent generoſity i is hidden from 


þ 
| 
j 
| 
4 


hang 3 Nagle we may lakhs the e 1 
_ and long for death. More exalted ideas 'of | 
duty are communicated. to our underſtand- 


ings; more exalted degrees of it ſhould warm 1 
our hearts. Superior examples'of goodneſs are 85 
ſet before us; ſuperior admiration of it ſhould 


prompt us to practiſe it. More glorious re- 

wafds are held up to our vie w; a more mag< 
nanimous ſuperiority to teinptation, a more 
| heroic contempt for temporary pleaſures, ba- 
comes our duty. Let us roll theſe thoughts 9 
in our breaſt; and may the Almighty in his 
mercy grant, that we may all do as much as 


We can, aſſured that he does not expect any : 


of us to do more; and that we may be conti- 


nually abounding in the work of the Lord, 
foraſmuch as we know that our labour ſhall 
not be 1 in vain in the Lord.“ Amen. i 
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all. I ſeep i in the: duſt, 7 ' 
the morning, Fe 

| MORE melancholy reverſe of fortunes © - 

- cannot poſſibly be imagined, than that — 
W ich i is repreſented in this ancient p . 
The piece opens, and diſcovers to us a man, Fn 
' ſurrounded, on every ſide, by the brighteſt | = 


beams of proſperity. But ſcarcely has the © | 


* 


reader time to hail the happy man, before ge - 
is calle d upon to exchange his congratulation „ 
for com 


aſſion, The W that ſhone u on him „ 


1 , Lt 
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210  Huminity cad Fir commend SO | 
8 ſcemingly ſettled rays appeared to fleep upon 
his head, on a ſudden retires; and the black. 
eſt ſhades of ruin and tragedy collect around 1 

kim. The meſſenger of evil tidings approaches 

the poſſeſſor of all this world dan give, to in- 
+ form him of the deſtruction of a part of his pro- 8 
perty. e are faid ſeldom to come 


alone: in a cloſer train they never trod upon 


each other, than in that feries of ſorrows 
which 1s here painted.” To the report of this 
loſs, another, and yet another, ſucceed: un- 
til, at length, the envy of the eaſt is reduced | 
tb a beggar.— His children, however, his 
chief treaſures, are numerous. In their aſfec- 
tionate arnis, in their filial offices, the mi- . 
ſerable bankrupt may find conſolation. No: 
before he has time to recover from the ſtu- 
por, into, which the intelligence of his ruined - 
effects had plunged him, his heart is allaled | 
with the tidin gs of their death. 3 


What ul ay ehildren?-did you jane” a”. 


Alia to make it yet a darker Yay to ke dn. 
tor or this dreadful news, all Yeftroyed inthe 
. cheerful hour of farnily-convocation. | Fe 
day of domeſtic feſtivity is the day, When 
chis rod of domeſtic ee upon him. 


Still, | 


4 


Sell, mis yen * of 8 n 
might have learned fa: fur ta have e 

the ſhipwreck. of his fortunes, and the fune- 
ral of his family, 48, after a time, to haue r 

_ covered happineſs. | Alas l even this laſt oom: 
| fort that was left him, takes its flight, and 
follows the reſt. From the (ole of his foot 
to the crown of his head,” he is ſpotted wit 
diſeaſe, and racked: with paiti To gun the 
mournful-finiſh to his affliction, the ſpirit o 


him that fat as chief is doomed to be de- 
rided by that inſolence, which ſtands perpæ 
tually ready to ſet its foot upon the fallen. 
That deference for bis judgment, which re- 
ceived his words as oracular wiſdom; which _ 
chained every tongue in his preſence; liſtened 
in filence to all chat he ſaid, and to all that he 
ſaid in ſilence aſſented; that reſpect, Which 
roſe up at his approach; that fear of his 
frown, which made folly ſhrink from his eye; = 
and that incapacity of fupporting his con- 


tempt, which inſpired an incredulity of its 


exiſtence, no- expreſſion or report of it could 
overcome; are exchanged for the wanton and 


unfeeling ſcorn of baſe and ſervile minds: : 


and inſtead of the reſpect of venerable age, he 
8 degraded to endure the faucy ag boys, 
preg, EE 2 „ whoſe 


78 


4 unity and Virtue pa nende _ 
5 DR fathers he had been. accuſtomed t to te 
8 1 as the fefuſe of mankind. ghee 
Nie has now nothing more to lofe/ Fi this 
tust his friends aſſemble round him, to 
try the effect of their condolence ane confolk- | | 
tion upon him.” On the firſt fi ight of their 
altered friend, they are unable to reſtrain chat. 
tears! For a while, they withhold the im- 
1 pertinence and impotence of words, from a 
rief, which appears to be ſo profound. For 
a2 while, they forbear to diſturb his dumb 
deſpair, and reverence his ſorrows in ſilence. 4 
At length, the mourner opens his mouth, to 
curſe the hour in which a wretch was born; 
and to upbraid the tardineſs of death. Many 
words are employed by his companions to 
ſilence his murmurs; but not one of them 
finds the way to his heart. He remains in- 
conſolable; and pours forth a variety of lamen - 
tations, intermingled with many pathetic ap- 
| peals to the pity of Almighty God. The 
chapter, from which I have taken the words 
1 juſt now read to you, is one continued flow - 1 
of plaintive and querulous paſſages; in which 
the man of ſorrow freely indulges his grief, 
and addreſſes his complaints to heaven. He 
confeſſes that he has finned ; but implores his 
2 8 


fragile; a | AC peri ' creature; and, ill con- „ 
2 mon: of his few, and Beeten days, to 
remove his hand from hit 
The words, of Which W 5 
habe ſomething in them, to this effeet, of 
which every man of feeling muſt have often 
felt the force; and which no man can read, 
without ſome emotion of tenderneſs. "p ber 
are inexpreſſibly pathetie. 1 doſt 
thou not, oh protector of men! wherefore 
|  doſt thou not pity, and forgive me? Make 
haſte, almighty Helper! make haſte to my 
aid, before I be gone for ever. My days are 
flying faſt away. Make no delay to comfort 
a feeble creature, that is poſting with a pace 
ſo rapid to his grave. For now 1 ſhall 7 "ſleep 3 n 1 
the duſt, and thou ſhalt heel me in the mornings ' 
thou ſhalt ſeek me to comfort, and to bleſs 
me, but, then thou ſhalt not find” we, then, 
J rb Rn 
This is not the voice of beiden, conk dere 
as arr addreſs to the Almighty : : it is the lan- 
guage of a broken heart ; of a mind unhinged, 15 
and deranged by miſety 4 mind that feels, f 
more than it thinks; it is the extravagance = x 


P 3 e „ 
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grief; 3 it is he 8 of 8 Tt | 


is an air of penſive wildneſs in the words, "iN 


which, tenders them infinitely mournful, and 
affecting to a ſuſceptible ſpirit. The unhappy 
creature fondly addreſſes himſelf to the great 8 
God of heaven, in the forgetfulneſs of his 
grief, like a dying man, who calls upon his 
kent friend, to make all imaginable baſte to 
come to him, and to comfort him. 0 Fly to 
me immediately: indulge not an hour's: CY 
lay; come directly, or thou wilt come too 
late: thou wilt ſeck thy friend in vain: he 
will have cloſed his eyes, without having ſeen 
thee ; and thy preſence ſhall be able to pro- 


duce no expreſſion of pleaſure 1 in his for ever. . 


fixed, in his mournfully inflexible, features,” 


——Thus this afflicted man, full of the fad © 
by idea, that his days were fleeter than the 


| wind; following the plaintive flow of his feel - 

ings * reſigning his mind to the government 
of his grief, and indulging to a kind of me- 
lancholy fancifulneſs; in the diſtreſs and dif- 

| order of his. ſoul, implores the Almighty to 

afford him me expeditious proofs of bis pity, 

or, in a lit e while, when he ſhould come to 


viſit him with, EICY be, would find bim out : 
3 of | 


, * * 1 
i 2 A 
1 CE a. 4 Y _ „ , 
p K * *; 
* 


F * * 


"The uſe, which 1 wiſh at preſent, tg n NaF 
of this paſſage, i is ta conſider ty 

a ſtriking and faithſul picture © 
ral; and as what, however diſordered it 


: ſeem, conſidered: as „ to the Deity, 5 
may he put into the mouth of er, man, 38 


an addreſs from him to his brother, with a 


propriety; at once, perfectiy ſtrict, and inf 
nitely affecting! I need not take up any of 
your time to prove, what no one can want 
any a additional conviction of, that the days of 


man upon earth, When multiplied to the 
largeſt number, are very few ; and that, in 


moſt cafes, they are rendered fewer till, . gin 
ther by afflictions and cares, of qne kind or 
other, that gradually prey upon our natures _ 


or by ſudden and violent aggidents, that cut 
us off in a moment, in the midi} af lite and 


health. We may lock at man, in all his 
lower and ie and deſcribe him in their 
U he deep in be 
5 duſt. Foe Saas: immediately, ſhall he 


ſink into his laſt Qluenber : his 27 haye only 


as containing = 
f man, in gene 


n aud en 


— 
o . . 
, ; : . . . 5 
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lis own upon bis 50d of duſt, ME Beese too 5 5 
ſoundly, to be ever waked again, by all the 
noiſe that mortals can make over him; and 
ignorant of all that is done under the ſun. In 
the morning thou ſhalt ſeck him, thou, who- | 
ever thou art, that ſeeſt him now, and art 
deſtined to ſurvive him; but he ſhall not be. 
To- morrow, thou that beholdeſt him to thy, 
ſhalt look around thee for him in vain ! To- 
morrow thou ſhalt come, thou that ſeeſt in 
in his glory, Hale come, 858 find all wad glo 75 
gone ! wiſts . 
620 the tie may Gery man % 
his deſtined ſurvivor, thou ſhalt ſeek: me, 
but T ſhall not be.” No words are too ſtrong, BY 
to expreſs the rapidity of the pace with which 
man paſſes to his grave. Now we ſee him, 
and now we ſeek him, but we cannot find 
him: the appearance is gone: the apparition 
has vaniſhed, We ſaw ſuch a form before 
us; we took off our eye; we looked again; 
and it was gone! The figure, we but no w- 5 
beheld, has diſappeared ! We ſeem to our- 
ſelves to have dreamed of having ſeen ſuch an 
one. As a dream the image has fled away, 
and cannot be found; he has been FO 
away as a viſion of the night. 
| 1575 | Thoy | 


— 


* 


Hh 8 exranceofinan t- Evet eee 
eye ſees him no more. The inquirer aſter 
him cannot find him. The fugitive from 
buman fight is entirely evaneſcent. His very 
remembrance paſſes away. He not only ceaſes 
to be, no memento remains of his having 
been. He not only is no more, it is for- 
gotten that he ever was. The arrow has 
wingedd its flight; and the air, through which 
it paſſed, retains no traces of it. The ſha- 
dow is gone; and has left no mark of its 
image: it has not printed the ground it occu- 
9 the place, from which it has departed, 
preſents no impreſſion of its figure; 5 
no record of its projection over it. Society 
miſſes not its abſent member; the ocean has 
loſt a drop. The place that knew hin, | 
knows him no more.” His very idea has de- 
parted from it; he is not only gone, but for- 
gotten. Like the hills and the valleys that 
ee his frequent feet, and. diſcover no 
ſigns of ſorrow upon the diſcontinuance of 8 
his viſits, ceaſe not, in conſequence of his ab-. 
Ou: 5 25 * ſhout. Thr: Joys. and ſing;“ like 
| theſe 


7 


theſe: inatiinhate nnn af this Seines, 
that continue to clap their hands” and to 
xs cjoice, after his eternal ſaparation from them, 
x juſt as they did before; the inhabitants of the 
town where he lived; go on to puſh heir 
purſuits, with an ardour, and to moet in 
ſprightly circles, with a vivacity and a gaiet "7 
over which his everlaſting removal from the 
,. buſy, and thy EO e Huw OE * 7 
= ET Lacy 
Man win o up "I aa ae bew * 
he?“ Where indeed Loo around ye, on 
the day when his death is announced, in 4 
. place where his life was paſſed: Where is 
be —Seek him in the countenances of the 
neizhbours they are without a cloud —he 
is not there. The faces, upon which he 
has cloſed his eyes for ever, continue as cheer- 
ful as they were before. His deceaſe is re- 
ported in the ſocial circle; the audience re- 
ceives it Win -axdiference, and forgets it in 
haſte. The ſeriouſneſs, with which it is 
told, or the ſigh, with which it is heard, 
' Fprings rather from human pity, or from mo- 
ral reflection, than from focial diſtreſs; and, 
in a moment, the current of convivial mirth 


rebovers the aa of its flow. The buſi 
_ neſs 


neſs; and the de plcfar f . ic! proces Hd 
d, perhaps, ig the = 
houſe which ſtands next to that, in which he 
conſcious uttip bf clay „In the theer- a 
lefs Gfambr of Hlence ant wahle, "the 
voice of rufic atid of dancitig 18 weird. and 
the roof reſounds with jubilee and joy.—— | 
Wait But a few days after bis interment: 
im, now; in the faces of his k inſnen; - 


1 with thek Uſual fpirit; arid, 


lies An' 


they have reſuted their chertfulnefs 
now; he is hot there. When a fc years 


have circled over his ſeptlchre,—yo fearch for 
ark retreat fror Human . 
notice: bis very relies are Vapiſhed + he * 

— Stay + little longer, 
and thou ſhalt ſeck in valn for a None to tell 


the fugitive, in his 


now not even there. 


thee, in what part of the land of EbHvien He 


was laid: even that frail memorial of himy 


of whatever materials it Was made; has mod. 
dered 1 —— 


Such is man: Nene bis been re 


tay, to dey How woſpeadus Whever Wo Sey 
ſurrounding eye, . in che worningt thou malt 


feek Hit, but he fall not be,” 


From this pallage, thus confidered Ts TT 
ny to us à faithful defetiption of than m 
| general, | 


eat "Ut, and bene 
is he? 1! 15 M0 1 8 . 25 


in \ attending to which, 1 hope, we e hal find 


our hearts improved. SOOT 


Firſt, The on Rhoda of She Lew > - 
which man has to ſpend upon earth, patheti- ” 


cally appeals. to. the pity of every feeling heart, 5 


in ſuch a manner, as will not allow it to em- 5 
bitter any of them by injurious treatment. 
When we conſider one another in the light of 


creatures, deſtined one after another to e 


ſcend into darkneſs, and duſt; when we re; | + 
flect, that we ſhall all, after having run our 
little careers, and panted in our temporary 


purſuits upon earth, be ſwept off from the 


ſcene; and our eager enterpriſes, impaſſioned. 
| hopes, and humble pleaſures, and bum- 


. 


ble triumphs, be ſwallowed up in the deep 


gulp h of inſenſibility and forgetfulneſs; when . 


we view one another in that ſhade, which 


this thought of our common mortality throws 
over us all ; one would think it ſhould melt 
us into mutual compaſſion, and tenderneſs of 
treatment toward each other: that it ſhould _ 
ſoften us into penſive and gentle ſenſations; 
diſarm us of all ferocity and hatred; and diſ⸗ A 


pole us, inſtead of hurting one another, to 


ſooth and Font each ms by all the kind : | 
offices : 


office . in our power. / When's 2 city is. 0 

by an irreſiſtible, and an ex: ſper 
and the wide-waſting ſword is every moment 

expected within the walls; is that a time for | 


uy ml Wi 


the inhabitants to trouble the few moments of 


liberty, or of life, that are left/them, by mutual 
animoſities, and inteſtine hoſtilities? W 
then, if ever, it is a time for them . to dwell 
together in amity.” The enemy without 3 15 
enough ; nothing but e ſhould. reign 
D within. Come then, my fellow · mortals, and 
let us determine to dwell in fraternal union 
among ourſelves. Look round, and ſee how 
fi ckneſs, and pain, and death, ſurround us 


on every fade, and lay cloſe ſiege to our na- 


ture. Let us forget all private quarrels, and 
unite agaiuſt the common foe. Let us re- 
ſolve to repel from each other as many as We 
can of the natural evils that aſſail us all; to 
keep off from one another, as long as we can, 
the laſt enemy of us all; and to pity, and 
comfort one another, 2 the proſpect of 
his certain approach, either ſooner or later. 

Milton has deſeribed the firſt moment of 


human enmity. "He has painted the parents 


of mankind at variance with each other, after 


the loſs of their i innocence ; 5 when the ſen- 


: 2a 


/ 
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tenee of death, ole nad been 
every hour, exp ed to 
| bs put ks execution. "Viewed this” — 
this firſt inſtance of animoſity between mor- 
tal creatures, which he Who bas ſung f 
man's firſt difobedience,?” ſuppoſes to occur 
between them, by whoſe crime mortality 
Was firſt incurred, the poet has put theſe 
| cg into the mouth of the mother of x man- 
ll While yet we live, Kites one Wett hour bare 
* Between us two let there be peace „„ 
The propoſal cannot but be e as : 
ey becoming the ſad ſit ituation, into which 
they were fallen. Let me adopt this pacific, 4 
propoſition, which one of our firſt parents is 
thus pathetically repreſented as addreffing to 
the other, with ſo beautiful a propriety, upon 5 
ſuch an occaſion, and let me addreſs it this 
= day to their deſcendants. ** While yet we 5 
- live, ſcarce one ſhort hour perhaps,” long, | 
at moſt, we haye not any of us Tt live, Xs be- 
tween us all let there be peace! e 
Let every man conſider his brother as A 
creature, whoſe days are haſtening to an eud, ; 
and pity will not let him uſe him ill : he will f 
feel Wiek kindly affectioned towards bim: 9 
4 1 „ 


| — Nemre of Man. 223 
he will wiſh him well, with the 'wateocſk be 


2 


5 2s invach: ſonſkine:upon his little day, and tu 


diſperſe as many. of its clouds, as he . 
Who is chere, that could meet a victim on its Fs 


way to the altar,” and ſe the Knife af Fog 


fice in readineſs, and wing < dis: to give 
the devoted. animal a moment's pain, 2 ³ b 
purſues its path to . and can any ss 
conſider man in the light of a paſſenger to the +7 
grave, and (endure the idea of throwing ſo 
much as a fingle thorn in his way ? No: he 


will rather fetch as many flowers as he can 


find to ſeatter along it; and ſmooth away 7 
from it every aſperity, which it is in 2555 8 


power to remove. He will not trample 


a creature, over whom he ſees the uplified. 
foot of death.” He will not bruiſe to-day, the 
Worm that is to be cruſhed to-morrow. He 


will yOu the Aha ſhadow. nl 


in peace. 


Howen PRE we 2 bom Sterling : 
ſuch feelings and ſentiments as theſe, before 
our brother ſleeps: in the duſt; if, in their ab. 
ſenee, we are tempted, while he lives, to do 


him wrong; as ſoon as we ſee him in his 


lowly bed, they are ſore, -with more r leſs 


rdlence;; ; and e | 


Cm 
4 : 65 


pdt us in 2 e of ings; 
the injuries We rendered him. 
hte to undo what has been done againſt him, 
by an adequate amends, then, that pity, 
Which ſhould have prevented us from doing 
it, takes poſſeſſion of our hearts, and ſeverel LD 


2 paſſion, which we ſha 
the conſideration. of our ener acm s la- 2 i 
5 pidly approaching diſſo 
i him actually no r more, 1 Sr GIF v 3 = . 4 
| hearts, without waiting for the call of eonſi- 
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— 1 
V Uben it i is % 2 


puniſhes us for bre ene it. That com- 
d 1 : have drawn Hom 


deration, an loudly. upbraids the cruelty of 


our conduct. He, who could injure a. Sgt * 


man, without remorſe, has not been able, 
without remorſe, to lock upon his grave. 


Then, he has releated, and repented : : he has 
ſſgghed, and ſaid to himſelf, Poor, r 
mortal! why did I embitter thy moment of. 


exiſtence ? ſhort has been thy dance of j 1. 
it was cruel in me to damp, for an inſtant, 


: the harmony « of it! quickly haſt thou pas“ 


away; I muſt have been a monſter. to diſturb 
thy paſſage ! a few ſhort hours the God of 
nature gave thee, thou infe& of a day, to 
nb; and glitter in 1 the ſun; ah! wherefore, 
. | Shen "nn 


* 


F 
*% 98 
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when, in the melting moment « 


ing the ſlumber of his reaſon, and the dream of 
his folly, he had wronged, with an intention 


him; where he is equally unable, to revive 
his reſentment b 


him; and where the object of his paſt injuſtice, 


in the agony of it, and groan over his grave. 


e is e füge, is - kin 
Which is exper ed by a ſſncere penitent; : 
poſſeſt of ſome ſhare! of native ſenſibility, 
contrition for 
his paſt conduct in general, and in the gene- 
rous moment of virtuous reſolution to devote 
his future days to the diſcharge of his duties, 
he looks around him for ſome one, whom, dur- 


to make him all the reeompenſe in his power: 
—but finds him vaniſhed away from the 
world, and laid down i in that houſe of filence, 
whence no cries of his can ever recall hin; 2 
where none of his good offices can ever reach 


dy a repetition, or procure his 
pardon. by a reparation, of the wrong he did 


and his preſent repentance, ſleeps too ſoundly; 5 
to hear the ſigh of his remorſe, ſhould he gu * 


Among the tears that, i in the moment of colts 
verſion. from vice to > Virtues. roll down, his 


compaſſion calls into his eye, isak big, 3 4 
bitter drop ; which be will aſten renew, and 
which, it will be W 0 he is able to 


wipe away... The amendment of his manners. = 


ſhall procure him the peace, „Aifing from the 


| hope of heaven, and the pardon af his fins; 


but will not ſoon ret the pain he feels, from 
the recolleftion, whenever he renews it, of 

having thrown one bitter ingredient intd a 
ercature's draught of joy, whoſe life, now - it 
is paſt, appears to him ſo ſmall a cup, and 
capable of containing ſo little! The regret of 
that action, as often as it recurs to his remems 
brance, ſhall ache at his heart, and put it out 
of the power of the penitent, to yield a por- 
fe compliance with the encouragement of 
Chriſtianity. to be of good cheer.” Pity | 
for the depar ted object of: his cruelty ſhall 
riſe up in his boſom, and oppoſe the pardon 
of it: ſocial forrow ſhall deny him ſelf-for+ 
giveneſs: the injured ſhade of a ſhort-lived 
creature ſhall preſent itſelf to his imagina- 
tion; and, in proportion to his improvement 
in the generous affections ſhall be the pain, 
which its ſilent reproaches excite in his breaſt. 
"2g" him whe No 1e another, if be 

: would 


W Ws 5 bimfelf We Pas faxrow ) 
pentance, in this reſpect, too late and fruit- 
leſs, repair in time the wrong he has dene; 
and do all he can to wipe from his brother 3 
breaſt the impreſſion of his paſt unkindneſa, A 
by offices of good will and kliendſhip. het - FE” 4 
him make him what amends he may imme: 
diately. Let not a moment's delay be in- 5 
dulged. There is not a moment to be loſt. 
Haſten, fly, —or the fleeting creature will! 
be gone. For ſoon ſhall he ſloep in the N N 1 
and thou ſhalt ſeek him in the eee „„ 
he ſhall not be. 5 
Secondly, The N. "OI of the agi 
and periſhable nature of mortal man preſſes 
upon us; in the moſt powerful manner, the prac· 
tice of piety and virtue, if we with to render 
ourſelves laftingly happy, or procure ourſelves. 1 
permanent honour. Human life is but a ſhort 
term of happiſleſs: if a fincere principle of 
love to God, and to man, be able to lengthen 
it, it muſt ſurely be our wiſdom to cultivate 
The career of human glory is eramped 
and confined ; it lies in a little compaſs : if 
rectitude of life can give it an ampler ſeope; 
and ſwell it out to a more majeſtic ſweep, our 
f Q 2 5 3 | 
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228 .Huhitmity-and Virtue-recommended\. 
1 vn bile - ould determine us io . act: a virt 0 
8 Patt. IR gl om; 7 e e Te: ee A 
„ Tbsé⸗ arab! eſs of virtue to s the 
brevity of hutnan life may be placed in pt eral 
points of view, which very ſtrongly recom- 
mend the practiee of it to the 1 and to 
the prudence an DHS TEAR, 
I. It may be conſidered as keen the 
2 nie of man upon earth. Under this head, 1 
do not mean to iuſiſt upon that more © 1 8 
monly diſcuſſed topic, which theſe words per- 
haps lead you to expect, the tendency of vir- 
tue to multiply the days of human life, by 
means of that tempefance in the gratifigatior 
of the ſenſual appetites, and in the proſecu- 
= tion of the ſecular | purſuits, which it pre- 
| ſeribes. No doubt, virtue thus operates to 
prolong the life of man: but if this were all it 
did, its advantage would be trivial. This, 
however, is not all it does: for it teaches us 
to enjoy life. The enjoyment of life is-that, 
i which can alone render the length of it a bleſf· 
ing: and to enjoy life in the mel perfect man- 
ner, is in reality to lengthen it. Life has its de- 
gree, as well as its duration: and an addition . 
to the former is as truly an increaſe of it, as 
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of life, is as Leal te ellas i it 14s 0 0 
the ſpace of ito. 4; 0 live more, amounts IT 
the ſame thing, as to live longer, than others. 
Upon a ſhort life v vivacity confers longeyity. 
Among them who. were! born upon the fame 


day, of ſome, Who were « committed to an early. | 


grave, the ſui of : allotted life Has ben larger; 
than that of others, Who" ſurvived them the 
one ee EE 33 e DIG = IVES 25 


It is a common argument," in > bole of 170 
deeming as much time as poſſible from fleep, 
that he, who riſes Tgry 1 morning at. an early 

ut is to be confidered as he a propor- 
tionable addition to the term of bi e, Sleep 
may be aid to be fo much deduction from the 
ſum of human life. It is called the image of 
death: : it may be called more: for the time, 
during which it detains us in its bands, it is 
death itſelf: it is a break and a blank in the 
life of man. He, that 1 is alleep, anſwers to 
the deſeription of the dead: he knows not 
any thing: * his 4 love and his hatred are 
ceaſed: during the · ſeaſon of his lumber, he 
has no conſciouſneſs of any portion, that he 
has in any thing under the ſun: bis pulſe 
beats) : his blood circulatesy but his Rte 
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of ſenſual pleaſure; but now bis ſenſes are 


ſealed: he may be poſſeſſed of wealth, and 


power; 5 but he has forgotten, that h e is: . he I 


may be bleſt in friends, and in children; but, 
at this moment, he has loft. them all: he 
' poſſeſſes what, he holds, as an inanimate. fabs 
| Nance the properties that belong to it; he has 
connexions, or riches, or honours, as his hearſe 

will have plumes, as his ſtone will have orna - 
ments, as his grave may have flowers upon it, 


As the redemption of any portion of ur 


time from this ſtate of our nature is, there: 


uch 


fore, with propriety, confidered as ſo n 
addition to the ſum of our life, ſo the excita : 
tion of our waking powers to that pitch of 
vigilance, which generous virtue imphes, is, 
with equal propriety, to be conſidered in the 
ſame light. As ſleep is a _ temporary. ſo a 
flothful, ſenſual, ſelfiſh life is a partial, death; 


it is a ſtate of imperfect and paralytic ſenſi- 


bility. Such a life is deſtitute of many plea : 
ſurable ſenſations, that are as natural to m 


and as neceſſary to the complete and perfect 
ſtate of his nature, as thoſe of ſight, and 


ſound: and may be ſaid to be as inferior, in 


. of mental animation, to a life of vital 
8 . n piety 


ANT 
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| of the animal body 355 with reſpect to ſenſual 
activity, to its waking, ſtate. | Moral ſleth is 
ver of thoſe 
rgy of thoſe: faculties, | 


the ſleep of the ſoul; the fl 
affections, the let! 
which give to life i its privigipgl ſpirit. 2 

That ſtate of mind, which is conformable 


to the laws of living g laid down by the Goſpel, 


the Seriptures are accuſtomed to expreſs by the 
term life. Chriſtians are deſcribed as the 
children of the light, and the day, that 
% ſleep not as others,” that ate watchful, and 
wide awake te the obje &s, which demand their 
with all their powers in motion; all the fa» 
eulties of their nature rouſed to their proper 


functions, and buſy at their reſpective offices. 
The converted finner i is repreſented as being 


„ born again; as becoming a new crea-. 
ture ;“ frefh. 
pulſes of pleaſure beat within him; he glows 


with new deſires, new hopes, and new joys, 
A pious, and good man, by entering upon a 
wider field of contemplation, and of purſuit, | 


than that, i in which the powers of the ſelfiſh, 


and the ſenſual expatiate ; by opening his | 
ore various ſenſa- 


mind to more vivid, an n 
N | Q 4 5 | = tions; 


attention; Hal are all alive and active: 


ife is infuſed into him; other 


tions; pie filling up > his! Gol 6 

5 ſpaces 1 in the exiſtence of the il elent and the 
diiſſipated, with intereſting reflections upon 
„5 perfections of God, and the proſpects e 


bs; : 


. boss tian 


virtue; and by propoſin g to himſelf, in active 


life, a greater number of generous objects, 


that agreeably occupy. his mind; may be ſaid 


to ſpread his being over a larger ſpace; to fill 
an ampler ſphere with bis enge and to 


render himſelf a more animated creature; than 


perſons who live only to themſelves, and Who 


lie dormant during a great part of their lives. 

Upon this ground, I, at preſent, would n 
upon you the practice of virtue, with a yiew 
to remedy the brevity of life; confi dering it; 
not as that which enlarges the ſpace of it, but 


as that which crouds more life into the fare 


compaſs; not as adding to the number of our 


days, but to the bomber of our ideas; not as 


multiplying our years, but the objects of out 
attention, and the ſources of our entertain · 
ment. I recommend ſenſual temperance, not 


merely as prolonging the term of animal life; 


but as promoting the activity of the ſenſes, 
and conſequently multiplying the pleaſures of - 


ſenſe: I with you to exerciſe moderation in 


ſecular purſuits z not merely as that which 
excludes -| 
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heart of man, more t 
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nature. In ſhort, | yn ys ak 2 Y 


not as operating to promote a dead and ina 


mate length of days; to prolong the power of | 


reſpiring air; to keep up the circulation of a, 


purple lignid, through the veins of a curiouſly, 


eonſtructed fabric; to preſerve the body , 
man from the neceſſity of b 1 g. put into the 
ground; or, as operating to produce this ef- 
fect, by an inſipid ſeries of abſtinences and 
ſelf.denials: 2% but as ſupplying. a perpetual 
ſucceſſion of delightful and ſpirited ſenſations, 
which diverſify and enlarge exiſtence as it 
paſſes along; and as principally operating to 
prolong the period of it, by multiplying its 
pleaſures. Virtue lengrhens,. e de 
it ſweetens, life. 
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If, then, you 5 Fs I da not merely 
ar as long, but as much, as poſſible, cultiyate 


the ſenſibilities, enter upon the exerciſes, of, 
generous, and energetic virtue. 
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to man a new ſenſe: : it 18 e to com 
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| ce of ejdyinett; that veloug to his na- 
To be deſtitute of it, is to poſſeſs. a 
| kak and defective life. You pity the 
blind; they cannot enjoy the beauties of na- 
ture: you pity the deaf; they cannot admit 
entertainment from the ſound of ſociety, from 
the voice of muſic: pity, for the ſame rea „, 
the ſelfiſh they cannot · rejoice with them 
that rejoice :” moſt fad; and mournful defect l 
Zhappineſs, at one entrance, and that the 


wideſt of all, * quite ſhut out! You com- 


2 miſerate the fick, and the Laine, whoſe days 
are paſſed it the chamber, or in the chair; 
they cannot walk whither they would; 
they do but breathe, you ſay, they do not: 
live; they ate buried in confinement ; they 
differ from the dead, but in beholding the 
grave in which they are detained. Compaſs, 
ſionate alſo them, whoſe affections are ſhot 
up in their own little affairs, and are incapable 
of roving, with delightful enlargement, over 
the tnany Kites of happineſs, which the creas 
tion, in the preſent ſtage of its progreſs, ex. 
kibits ; and of expatiating in the grand, the 
unſpeakably ln contemplation. of that 
general 


xpect, that the providence of God "_ ultis 
_— produce. I e NOT one e 1 
„ Let us eat, and drink. 1 bye t the 1 1 ite * 
tine, for to-morrow we die. I urge the 
fame conſideration i in favour of a virtuous life. 
Let us make the moſt of. our little life, by 5 
leading it as it ought to be led. Let us prefs 
down into ſo ſonal a meafure as much happi⸗ | 
neſs as it can contain, by hn, ee, into it | 
as much goodneſs as it Wilk hold. Let 
give t to the JOYS» that have fo ſhort 1 a ti ne to 
flow, as briſk and fprightly : a current as we 
can, by cultivating that virtue, which conftis 
tutes me vigour f of rafts, f 29d the OY, of ? 
1 of thoſe who lead an OY vie 
tuous life, when their breath depatts, the idea 
long remains behind them, in the remem / 
brance of the good. The memory of the 


-juſt is dleſſed, but the name of the wicked _ 


ſhall rot.” Putrefaction preys at once upon 
their bodies, and upon their names. As their 
relics diſſolve into duſt, in the chamber of the 
grave, their remembrance is reduced to aſhes, 5 
in the boſom of mankind. Thoſe, who were 


not loved while living, are e neither lamented, | 
nor 


” Sd is ow — WIN e 8 
to be, continue to exiſt in the memory of 5 
thoſe, ae hen Sigur, "Oe: . was | 
paſſed. „ x 1 
Ne — . repreſented Se e W of 
mortal man; his ſpeedy departure out of the | 
world, and his complete expunction from it, 
when he has left it. The Scriptures deſcri E 
him as flecing away a8 ſhadow ; an unſub⸗ = 

ſtantial i image, a nothing, that ſoon leaves its 
place, and leaves no proof behind it of ä 
having been there. This is a ſtrictly faithful, 
a literally honeſt, and unpoetical picture of 
the majority of mankind. While they are, 
their being is inſignificant to ſociety; and 
when they are no more, it is not remembered 
that they ever were. They leave no impreſs | 
fon of their figure upon the ſtation which 
they quit. There is no ſtamp of their ever 
having ſtood there. No mark, no monu- 
ment, of their departed i image remains, While 
they occupy their place, they are merely ap- 
pearances. The ſphere to which they belong 
is unfilled; the poſt where they ſtand is va- 
cancy and emptineſs. There is nothing 
there: there is the apparition of a member of 
Jociety ; ; 


ones aſh dow ect chitibe — 
1 Pham that appears to the. eye v e ee, 


imparting any influence; a ghoſt that glides 
unfelt through the earth, and then vaniſhes 
away. Of the majority of mankind: ſuch is 


the deſcription. Their biographer has only 


to ſay of them, that on a day they were born; 


Fat 


and'on a day they died. A 
be recorded, in the interim, is, that they re- 
ceived, and returned the air of heaven; the 


cloſed, and they opened their eyes, upon the = 


light of day; they felt, an they ſatisfied the 
wants of nature, or of art; ſo many ſuns aroſe, 
and went down upon them; ; ſo many ſum- 
mers bloomed, and faded before their eyes 


ſo many winters ſcattered the hoar froſt. upon 
their path; and then their ſenſes were ſealed 


for ever. No wonder, when ſuch men de- 
part, that along with them their idea dies, 
and that their extinction is entire. F rom this 
total mortality, which the majority undergo, 
the inſtant their bodies are depoſited; out of. 
the ſight of ſurvivors, thoſe, who diligently; 


diſcharge the duties of life, are fayoured.with. 


A E reſpite. Their generous SR 
when their power of. acting 1 is over, whether, 
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3 1 its it has © coir municated. 2 N 
Bauch are not the ſhaddws, that othert ares 
and body in their, being; 


N ereatures;. they make a impreſſion Fenn 4 
a. in ſociety 5 Oe _—_y JEAN N 


nut airy images, dhe 
cye that looks for men 3 tber is eolday, 0 


- like men, but are what they ſeem; they not: . 
"9% = for men ing wes catalo rn * 


the world; "age! {hone a a tis 
„ ſtay in it; their names do not tread 
Au upon'the heel of their breath; they are long | 


before they follow it. When ſuch man 
 . fall, contiguous ſociety ſhakes around them; 
- the hearts of others fink along with the final 
failure of theirs ; and when the grave covers 
them from the gaze of gratitude, it catinof 

| | cloſe over their loved idea, To n N 5 
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removed from the world; aki thoſe conſe- 
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Let thera take it: “ * they | have, their 
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8 the foolith,” by” ſuffers himſelf to 'be dazzled by 


the ſurfaces of things. In contemplating Ws - 3 


condition, Who roll! in ill- acquired riches, he i 


does not properly eſtimate the bargain they 
have made. Their gains project to his view; : 
their loſs retires from his eye. He beholds 
their purchaſe ; ; it is a ſparkling purchaſe ; : 


but he ſees not the price they have paid, He 


obſerves the houſe, the grounds, the equipage, . 
the troops of friends;—but he cannot pene= = 
trate into the breaſt ; he cannot perceive what. 5 


pally on the pillow. 


0% we all have the wiſdom t to. look upon. / 
a good conſcience as more precious than 
rubies," as a treaſure 40 unto which all the. 
things: that can be deſired are not to be com- 
pared, b and for the loſs of which there 8 1 


no gains that can make us amends. May _ 


none of us be ever perſuaded to give away” | 


innocence for gold : for however at firſt we 
may be pleaſed Ws the exchange, in a little 
while we ſhall feel ourſelves to be loſers, and 
admit the conviction, that all the wealth the 
world contains, when accompanied, with the 


ſting of remorſe, is nat to be put in competi- | 


tion with the ſmalleſt portion of it, When 
attended with the conſciouſneſs of Ine grey. 
Amen. | 
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nature round him, and honeſt as the > 
| wit tha | 
there was no guile, for there was not 5 
| rt that it wiſhed to hide. To the co 


lours of art his character had no recourſe, 5 1 
feature within him Was comely. But | | 
as. ; ſoon as innocence was loſt, the bluſhing | 1 
heart, aſhamed, and ſhrinking from the exe 
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e had broken 7 
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hiſtorian of thats fall, from the mega 
preſence of infinite Purity, among the trees 
of the garden. And to ſome ſhade or eber, 
have all the itnitators of their moral declen- 
ſion flown, in order to conceal themſelves 
from mankind: to cover their characters from 
contempt, or to ſereen their defigns from. 
"OE. „ . 
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. endeavours of mankind to deceive Ze an- 
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by human profeſſions or appearances, 8. 
great 1 is the multitude of the maſks that are 
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frequently delineated," and the colours laid © 
upon them, that many of them, even by the 
eye of Penetration and of Experience, have 
been miſtaken for the lines and the complexion /_ 
of nature. How often man employs „ 
breath which is in him, the ſpirit of God 
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thus painfully forced to retire, but there to 
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11 uſo er by his own. This ſeries of 
human inſincerity i is the cb common of all, 
It is the moſt ſubtil ſerpent of the race, which 
has crept into every boſom; to the inſin 
ing entrance of which ſcarcely jeereft 
- minds are completely cloſed 3 -and by n 
every human being, in a greater, or smaller - 5 | 
degree, has been ſometimes” beguiled. He, 5 
that would not ſuffer a lie to paſs from his 
lp, is net entirely innocent of lying to his 
own underſtanding; and he, whom” others 
have ſeldomeſt deceived, 87 8 Porkajay® ec 
| often duped by himſelf. / | 98 
Among the enemies to eie re elf. 
inſincerity may be placed at the head, and is 
itſelf a hoſt, When all the citizens are united 
in fraternal fidelity to it, the ſtrong city may _ 
did defiance to the befiegers. © The open ind 
outward enemy, however numerous, or ho- 
ever brave, it may overcome. But when its 
walls encloſe the enemy, that acts in ſecret 
| concert with the foe without, 'its bulwarks 
are uſeleſs, When inteſtine treachery opens 
the gates, it is to no purpoſe, that the bars of 


them are ſtrong. However impregnable F 
mw military 
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the ſeveral ſorts of ſclf-beguilement, hy which: 
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danger of being deceived: by him. A little 
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ſions, decides-the cauſe in their favour. The 
mind merely grants to the atguments.on the 
oppoſite ſide the form of a trial, and ceremony; 
of : an audience z; it flumbers over y 
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it is unable to deter man from treading the 
path of vice, is ſufficient to diſturb the tran . 


quillity of the traveller in it. It bangs at leaſt 
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the virtuous confiriement. in which it could 
not detain it, that impedes the freedom of its 


pace, and prevents that perfect licentious caſe, 
that complete enlargement of lawleſs paſſion, 
and wildneſs'of play upon forbidden ground, 


_ which the wanderer over it could with, . - 5 
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which contain the chance of its return, but from 
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Whatever way it flies to avoid its. 1 
Into whatever, flowery, paths it , may; 
to eſcape from its purſuit, it muſh b 
now and then; ; overtaken, and tor 
the terrible truth. Under the umbrage of 
whatever bowers of pleaſure it may ſeek to 
conceal and ſhelter, itſelf, it muſt beo 
found and ſeized, by this | penetr 
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of parental authority, and receives the por- 
tion of goods that falleth to him. He enters 


the world with a bounding heart, deternitietl; 
Whatever be the conſequelice, to taks his All 


of ſenſual pleaſure, : as & waſte his ſubſtance 
in riotous living. „ Away with moralitys 


vulgar trarmimels, away with religion's ignoble | 


ſhackles, I will be a man of fpirit.” TE * 
bold reſolution; and the ſons of Licentiouf- 
neſs applaud him for his fire —Accordingly 


he lies down among his roſes, and the ſong 
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